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HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION AND PRESSURE ON CIVIL SOCIETY. REVIEW

Situation in the Field of Human Rights

Repressions against the political opposition, civil society and the media do not stop in the country, despite the fact that
more than three years have passed since the presidential elections in Belarus and the suppression of mass protests
caused by their falsification and the use of violence against protesters. The human rights situation in Belarus has
further deteriorated after the beginning of full-scale military aggression of Russia against Ukraine, supported by the
Belarusian authorities.

It was reflected in reports and indexes of international organizations and structures. Thus, in particular, Belarus
dropped by four points in the 2023 Press Freedom Index, published by Reporters without Borders on May 3, 2023,
holding the 157th position in the list of 180 countries.

At the same time, as it was stated in Resolution No.59 of the first UN Session back in the year of 1946, freedom of
information is a fundamental human right. It represents the benchmark of all freedoms that the United Nations is
committed to protecting. The situation in Belarus proves this.

The UN High Commissioner on Human Rights concluded in his report on the Situation of human rights in Belarus
in the run-up to the 2020 presidential election and in its aftermath, presented on 3 February 2023, that “systematic,
widespread and gross human rights violations have been and are being committed in Belarus.”

Among other, the following violations were outlined in this report:

. Unnecessary and disproportionate use of force;

. Torture and other cruel, inhumane, or degrading treatment or punishment;
. Arbitrary arrest and detention;

. Rights to due process and a fair trial;

. Freedoms of expression, peaceful assembly and association;

. Sexual and gender-based violence;

. Child separation and undue interference in family life;

o Forced exile.


https://baj.media/en/analytics/e-newsletter-mass-media-belarus-no3-73
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/RESOLUTION/GEN/NR0/035/16/PDF/NR003516.pdf?OpenElement
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/country-reports/ahrc5268-belarus-run-2020-presidential-election-and-its-aftermath-report

The UN High Commissioner noted in his report that according to official statistics, more than 11,000 criminal cases

related to extremism were filed by the Belarusian authorities within the period from August 2020 till July 2022. “The
authorities applied the concept of ‘extremist formations” to target hundreds of social media groups and
channels and private chats. Most independent Belarusian media outlets are considered ‘extremist” by the
authorities, including hundreds of social media channels and blogs. OHCHR found that such an expansive
concept of ‘extremism” was incompatible with the principle of legality and that domestic extremism and
counter-terrorism laws were used to suppress dissent.”

Anais Marin, the UN Special Rapporteur on Belarus presented her report on the Situation of human rights in
Belarus on May 3, 2023. She drew public attention (par. 108) to further amendments to the already restrictive
domestic legislation on human rights. The Special Rapporteur expressed regret (par. 3) that the Belarusian government
withdrew from the first Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. Apparently, it was

the last international legal document giving the right to Belarusian citizens to challenge violations of their civil and
political rights by the Belarusian government in supranational courts.

Moreover, she stood up against the policies of Belarusian authorities, aimed at eliminating civil space in the country,

and the constantly increasing number of people, who are sentenced on politically motivated charges:
“The environment of impunity for human rights violations and fear has led the political opposition, civic
activists, intellectuals, and many ordinary people into exile.”

The “Viasna” Human Rights Center, whose leaders have been sentenced to long terms of imprisonment
(including Ales Bialatski, 2022 Nobel Peace Prize winner), notes that a_deep human rights crisis continues to

determine the situation in Belarus. According to “Viasna”, there were registered 1,490 political prisoners in prison in
Belarus at the end of September 2023. At the same time, about 1,200 political prisoners have been set free since

2020 due to the completion of their prison terms, changes in preventive measures, imposition of non-custodial
sentences, or due to pardons.

A sociologist Henadz Korshunau, former director of the Institute of Sociology at the national Academy of

Sciences of Belarus says that the repressions have reached “some kind of plateau’. According to him, first of all
“such thoughts come to his mind due to the observation of monthly dynamics of the number of political
prisoners. Their number has fluctuated at +/- 1,500 people for five months since April 2023. This means that
the number of people, who are sent to prison and the number of people, who are released from places of
detention is the same. [...] Another factor is determined by the dynamics of detentions for political reasons,
which are known to the public [...] If we talk about average values, around 365-370 people were detained per
month over the last 12 months and around 360 — 365 people were detained per month over the last 8 months.

The third point is the monthly number of people convicted for political reasons [..]". Moreover, he has
emphasized that the dynamics of adding people to the so-called “list of extremists” demonstrates a fairly clear bar - +/-
100 people per month (115 people per month on average during 8 months of the current year). At the same time, it is


https://www.defendersbelarus.org/news/tpost/pvv726usy1-doklad-verhovnogo-komissara-oon-po-situa
https://www.ohchr.org/ru/documents/country-reports/ahrc5353-report-special-rapporteur-situation-human-rights-belarus-anais
https://news.un.org/ru/story/2022/11/1435152
https://spring96.org/ru/about
https://prisoners.spring96.org/ru/person/ales-bjaljackiy
https://spring96.org/ru/news/112677
https://spring96.org/ru/news/112958
https://thinktanks.by/persons/korshunov.html

not possible to count on a decrease in repressive pressure, since the official position of the authorities that is
articulated by security forces at various levels is as follows: “The repressions will not stop!”

The Belarusian Helsinki Committee draws public attention to such trends in the first half-year 2023 as_the application
of incommunicado methods (deprivation of communication) in relation to a number of public political prisoners, the

first publicly known open criminal prosecution of a lawyer for providing legal assistance to his clients, the first
sentences in absentia (trials in absentia), the first sentence for “Befarusian nationalism.”

Pressure on civil society

The Belarusian authorities are systematically and purposefully implementing plans to purge civil society and the media.
The intentions have been regularly articulated by Aliaksandr Lukashenka since the fall of 2020.

Thus, during another personnel meeting on October 20, 2020, he promised to find and punish all protesters: “We will
calmly find everyone. Modern technigues allow us to do this, and we are dealing with all this by the way. And
everyone will answer for their actions. I'm not threatening here. We are working in this direction. And it brings
certain results.”

In November 2021, a British journalist for BBC News Stephen Rosenberg noted during an interview with Aliaksandr

Lukashenka that 270 NGOs had recently been liquidated in Belarus'. Lukashenka responded, "We'll massacre all the
scum that you [the West] have been financing. Oh, you're upset we've destroyed all your structures! Your NGUs,
whatever they are, that you've been paying for. We didn't touch people who worked for the good of Belarus, who
helped people. But the people who used your assistance, got funding from you and smashed up everything
here... your people you saw here in Minsk. If we haven't liquidated them already, we will do so in the near
future.”

However, the organizations that had nothing to do with human rights or social activities, e.g., protecting animal rights,
hird watching, cycling societies, etc., were also purged. And the majority of targeted organizations was of this kind.

The UN High Commissioner on Human Rights noted in his report that “by December 2022, the number
of liguidated non-governmental organizations reached 757, and 416 organizations made the difficult decision to
close in order to avoid potential criminal prosecution. These statistics include virtually all human rights groups
working in the country. Since January 2022, an amendment to the Criminal Code provides that a person taking
part in activities of an unregistered organization or one that has been liquidated, faces a sentence of two years’
imprisonment.”

"Including the Belarusian Association of Journalists (BAJ)


https://belhelcom.org/en/about
https://ostwest.space/articles/belarus/153-natalia-matskevich-interview-belarus-prominent-political-prisoners-incommunicado-en
https://www.belta.by/president/view/lukashenko-o-tom-kak-nesanktsionirovannye-aktsii-povlijali-na-ljudej-oni-vdrug-prozreli-osobenno-411829-2020/
https://www.realclearpolitics.com/video/2021/11/26/belarus_leader_lukashenko_boasts_in_bbc_interview_he_shut_down_western_insurrectionists_working_under_cover_as_ngos.html
https://www.defendersbelarus.org/news/tpost/pvv726usy1-doklad-verhovnogo-komissara-oon-po-situa

The “Lawtrend” NGO has noted that the number of liquidated non-profit organizations continues to grow in

Belarus. As of the end of August 2023, at least 900 non-profit organizations were in the process of forced liquidation
or forcibly excluded from the Unified State Register of Legal Entities and Individual Entrepreneurs (USR). The number
of organizations that decided to terminate their activity amounted to no less than 507 legal entities at the end of

August. The liquidation of political parties continued. “Thus, the losses in the public sector of Belarus, starting
from the post-election period of 2020, amount to no less than 1,407 institutionalized forms of non-profit
organizations (public associations, trade unions, political parties, foundations, non-governmental institutions
and associations).”

The Belarusian Helsinki Committee regards the ongoing processes as “nationalization” of civil society: “Actually, the
state has formally secured the right to “appoint” those, who will be considered to be the civil society
nowadays.”

Moreover, the BHC outlined the following trends in governmental policy in this area:

- reproduction of unlawful practices of security forces by pro-government civil institutions (“Carte blanche for
violence, irresponsibly given by the state to security forces in August 2020, has, among other, another
dangerous effect, which is the corruption of society in terms of the lack of restrictions. Namely, impunity for
violence, if it is used for the sake of meeting the “politically correct”, pro-governmental goals”);

- prosecution for financial donations to funds that help victims of repression.

The latter trend was also highlighted by “Lawtrend” NGO: “There is the endless line of people being summoned to
the KGB for allegedly financing extremist groups by means of transferring even tiny amounts of online
donations.”


https://www.lawtrend.org/about-us
https://www.lawtrend.org/freedom-of-association/situatsiya-so-svobodoj-assotsiatsij-i-organizatsiyami-grazhdanskogo-obshhestva-respubliki-belarus-obzor-za-sentyabr-2023-g
https://www.lawtrend.org/freedom-of-association/situatsiya-so-svobodoj-assotsiatsij-i-organizatsiyami-grazhdanskogo-obshhestva-respubliki-belarus-obzor-za-sentyabr-2023-g
https://www.belhelcom.org/ru/about
https://trends.belhelcom.org/storage/reviews/July2023/YPgwxOCkfVahLYXrpmyI.pdf
https://www.lawtrend.org/freedom-of-association/situatsiya-so-svobodoj-assotsiatsij-i-organizatsiyami-grazhdanskogo-obshhestva-respubliki-belarus-obzor-za-sentyabr-2023-g

SITUATION IN MASS MEDIA FIELD

The suppression of freedom of speech and the fight against dissent, including censorship and repressions against
journalists, continued in Belarus in 2022 - 2023.

An important factor that left its mark on the governmental policy was the full-scale aggression of Russia against
Ukraine (since February 24, 2022), supported by the Belarusian authorities. Apart from suppressing the dissemination
of information about the political and legal situation in Belarus, the government started to suppress distribution of
anti-war statements and objective information about the reasons and the course of military activities in Ukraine, if the
updates differed from the official point of view.

The information space of Belarus was under the control of both law enforcement agencies and the Ministry of
Information, which carried out censorship through administrative means.

The measures were accompanied by tightening the FoE legislation at the systemic level.

Numerous changes were made to the Constitution of Belarus at the so-called referendum on February 27, 2022. They
further upset the balance of power. (However, the system of checks and balances had been destroyed back in 1996).
Thus, the concept of “ideology of the Belarusian state” was introduced into Article 4, despite the prohibition on
establishing the ideology of political parties, religious or other public associations, and social groups as obligatory for
citizens, which can be found in the same article.

Article 54 of the Constitution was supplemented with Part 2: “Preserving the historical memory of the heroic past of
the Belarusian people and patriotism are the duty of every citizen of the Republic of Belarus,” which essentially limits
freedom of opinion regarding historical events and should be considered in the context of the law “On the Genocide of
the Belarusian people” adopted on January 5, 2022, which introduced criminal liability for public denial of the official
interpretation of historical events of 1941-1951 (Article 130-2 of the Criminal Code “Denial of the Genocide of the
Belarusian people”), providing for the penalty of up to 10 years in prison.

These legislative innovations make a violation of international standards of freedom of expression.

On July 1, 2023, changes were made to the law “On Mass Media’, which were justified by the need for “an adequate
response to destructive processes in the media space” and further limited the activities of the press. In particular, they
introduced certain requirements for the operation of news aggregators. (Among other things, the amendments
provided for the possibility of blocking the Web-aggregators for distributing the content of the blocked Websites.) The
list of grounds for depriving media outlets of official registration and restricting access to Web-resources was
expanded. Also, the authorities introduced the possibility of using symmetrical measures in response to
“anti-Belarusian” attacks by foreign media and journalists etc.


https://normativka.by/lib/document/500079805?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIucr6vOSOggMVFVGRBR2oBQuoEAAYASAAEgKUZPD_BwE
https://president.gov.by/ru/gosudarstvo/constitution
https://pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=H12200146&p1=1

Almost all major independent information resources continued to function from abroad. Some media outlets
experienced repeated relocation after the outbreak of the war in Ukraine. The Belarusian Association of Journalists also
continued its work, being in exile.

In 2022, the Belarusian Association of Journalists won the UNESCO/Guillermo Cano World Prize for its contribution to
press freedom.

Repression against journalists and media specialists

Criminal prosecution

According to the ‘Reporters Without Borders” international non-governmental organization, Belarus is at the bottom of

the top five countries of the world with the largest number of journalists behind bars (31 people at the moment of
compiling the report) and holds the 4th position as for the number of imprisoned female journalists (9) in the country.

11 sentences were passed in criminal cases against journalists and other media workers during the year of 2022. The
longest sentence of 14 years in the colony was announced to Andrei Aliaksandrau, who was charged with his colleagues
within the ‘BelaPAN case’.

The top managers of TUT.by news portal Maryna Zolatava and Liudmila Chekina were each sentenced to 12 years in
prison. A ‘Belsat’ journalist Katsiaryna Andreyeva, who was sentenced to two years in prison in 2020, was also
convicted of ‘high treason” (Article 356 of the Criminal Code) and sentenced additionally to eight years of
imprisonment, on top of the initial prison term. Sentences on criminal charges were pronounced to 15 journalists in
January - September 2023.

In 2022, the authorities began to announce charges to political emigrants, including opposition bloggers, in absentia.
The procedure was applied subject to the introduction of the institution of “special proceedings”, due to a new Article
468-21 of the Criminal Procedure Code, i.e. criminal proceedings against the accused people who are located outside
of Belarus.

The first conviction in absentia was initiated within a criminal case under Article 130 (‘incitement of hatred’) and
Article 203-1 (illegal collection and distribution of personal data) against five ‘administrators’ of the Black Book of
Belarus Telegram channel, which published information about government officials who were accused of persecuting
the opposition. Dzmitry Navosha, a public figure, a journalist, and a co-founder of Sports.ru Website was among the
convicted people. On January 18, 2023, all defendants were each sentenced in absentia to 12 years in prison.

On May 3, a verdict was pronounced in a criminal case against well-known bloggers, who edited the Nexta and ‘Belarus
of the Brain’ Telegram channels. Stsiapan Putsila was sentenced to 20 years in a maximum-security colony, and Yan
Rudzik was sentenced to 19 years in prison. The case was considered in absentia within the special procedure. Raman


https://news.un.org/ru/story/2022/04/1422812
https://rsf.org/sites/default/files/medias/file/2022/12/RSF_Bilan2022_EN.pdf
https://rsf.org/sites/default/files/medias/file/2022/12/Bilan_2022_RU.pdf
https://baj.by/ru/analytics/smi-v-belarusi-v-2022-godu-0
https://baj.by/be/analytics/represii-suprac-zhurnalistau-i-medyya-u-2023-godze-spis-znyavolenyh
https://baj.by/be/content/12-gadou-zavochna-pershy-belaruski-zhurnalist-asudzhany-dystancyyna-spartyuny
https://baj.by/ru/content/sud-vynes-prigovor-po-delu-nexta-obvinyaemye-poluchili-ot-8-do-20-let-kolonii

Pratasevich, who collaborated with the investigation, was sentenced to 8 years in a maximum-security colony. He was
pardoned by Aliaksandr Lukashenka later.

The imprisoned journalists were subjected to pressure and inhumane treatment in the colonies. It was reported that
Siarhei Satsuk, Dzianis Ivashyn, and Andrzej Poczobut faced problems obtaining medicines and access to qualified

medical care.

According to human rights defenders, a journalist |har Losik went on a hunger strike for a long period of time, and then

cut his hands and neck in the Navapolatsk colony. Consequently, he was sent to the prison hospital.

A blogger from Pinsk Mikalai Klimovich, 61, died in Vitsebsk Colony No. 3 on May 7, 2023. At the end of February he
was sentenced to one year in prison on charges of ‘insulting the President of the Republic of Belarus’ despite the fact

that the court was aware of a very serious heart condition he had.

Detentions and searches

In 2022, the BAJ registered 43 cases of detention of journalists and 55 searches. Also, the journalists were fined
four times and sentenced 20 times to different terms of administrative arrest.

Since the beginning of 2023, 26 searches have been carried out in journalists’ houses and editorial offices. Also, there

have been registered 35 cases of detention and 14 cases of administrative arrest of journalists in the country.
Moreover, representatives of law enforcement agencies summoned journalists for questioning, visited relatives and
searched the homes of journalists, including those who had left Belarus. Thus, starting from 2020, the police paid six
visits to journalist_Anatol Hatouchyts from Homiel. Four of these visits were accompanied by a search and seizure of

equipment.

Since 2020, the total number of attacks on journalists has been decreasing from year to year. This happened since
there remained fewer and fewer active journalists in the country. This process is called Turkmenization’.

During 2022-2023, the authorities purposefully liquidated independent regional media that were still functioning in
the country. The pressure on these publications was of a complex nature. It included interrogations, cases of detention
and administrative prosecution of employees, seizure of equipment, refusal to distribute content, defamation in
pro-government media, and, finally, the almost simultaneous recognition of their content as ‘extremist materials.

As a result of this policy, the number of non-state printed publications registered by the Ministry of Information of
Belarus decreased significantly from 764 to 560 media outlets in 2022. At the same time, the number of state-owned
media changed from 414 to 403. Almost all of the remaining registered media in Belarus either follow the
governmental media policy or avoid political topics (including the war in Ukraine) or resort to self-censorship.


https://baj.by/ru/content/lukashenko-pomiloval-romana-protasevicha
https://baj.by/be/content/pagarshaecca-zdaroue-asudzhanaga-zhurnalista-syargeya-sacuka-u-siza-yamu-naumysna-ne-dayuc
https://reform-by.cdn.ampproject.org/c/s/reform.by/pravozashhitniki-igor-losik-sovershil-popytku-suicida-v-kolonii/amp
https://www.rferl.org/a/belarus-opposition-blogger-klimovich-dies-prison/32400663.html
https://baj.by/be/analytics/represii-suprac-zhurnalistau-i-medyya-u-2022-godze-tablica
https://baj.by/be/analytics/represii-suprac-zhurnalistau-i-medyya-u-2023-godze-spis-znyavolenyh
https://baj.by/be/content/vecharovy-vizit-milicyi-da-zhurnalista-anatolya-gatouchyca-shosty-za-dva-gady
http://mininform.gov.by/

The use of anti-extremist legislation to suppress freedom of speech

The use of anti-extremist legislation was the main tool of prosecution for the publication of “undesirable” information
and, more broadly, for any manifestations of disloyalty. First of all, it was used as the grounds for blocking access to
online media and prosecuting people for the dissemination of information.

During 2022, the publications of about 1,500 Web resources (mainly Telegram channels and online communities) were
recognized by the courts as “extremist materials”, and more than a hundred of them were labeled as “extremist
formations’.

As before, it entailed mass administrative prosecution of Web-users for the dissemination of “extremist” media content
(in particular, under Article 19.11 of the Code of Administrative Offenses, which provides for up to 15 days of
administrative arrest). The application of this article was peculiar enough, since the authorities presented
administrative charges to people for reposts of materials, which had been published many years earlier and which
weren't included in the list of extremist materials at the moment of their distribution.

Since 2023, the authorities started labeling as ‘extremist materials’ not only online content, but also publications in
print media and personal pages with critical materials on social media, some of which were published decades ago
(e.g., a social media account, established by a journalist Ruslan Kulevich from Bialystok).

Since the beginning of 2023, there has been registered a dramatic increase in the number of administrative cases for
dissemination of ‘extremist materials.’ Thus, in the first half of the year it increased by 1.7 times compared to the same
period in 2022 (at least 1,274 cases against 721). Since almost all leading media resources have been “banned”
without taking into account the age of publications, almost every person can be held accountable under Article 19.11 of
Belarus Code of Administrative Offences.

Eighteen media outlets, including ‘Belsat’, ‘BelaPAN’, ‘Euroradio’, TUT.BY’, 'KYKY.ORG’, ‘Nasha Niva, ‘Radio Liberty’,
‘Charter'9T, ‘Flagstock’, ‘Hrodna.life’, ‘Volkovysk.by’, ‘Malanka Media’, ‘Bobruysk Onling’, ‘Brestskaya Gazeta’, “SAMOE’,
“Zerkalo’, ‘MOST’, ‘Ranak’ as well as the Belarusian Association of Journalists and the Belarusian Investigative Center
were labeled as “extremist formations” or “extremist organizations” in 2022 - 2023. The appearance of foreign
media among “extremist formations" has become a new phenomenon in 2023. These are the Telegram, YouTube and
TikTok accounts of the popular Ukrainian blogger Alexander Rykov (BalaganOff). He pays significant attention to
Belarusian issues in his videos.

A number of employees of media organizations recognized as “extremist formations” were convicted under Article
361-1 of the Criminal Code (“creation of an extremist formation or participation in it”), which envisages the sanction of
up to 10 years in prison and is actually retroactive.


https://baj.by/be/content/za-nyapouny-2022-god-silaviki-zavyali-5000-sprau-za-ekstremizm-i-kipuchaya-dzeynasc-ne
https://humanconstanta.org/obratnaya-sila-antiekstremistskogo-zakonodatelstva-v-belarusi-pochemu-mogut-dat-shtraf-ili-sutki-za-reposty-desyatiletnej-davnosti/
https://humanconstanta.org/analiz-statistiki-pravonarushanij-po-ekstremistskim-statyam-koap-po-dannym-banka-sudebnyx-reshenij/
https://baj.by/be/analytics/represii-suprac-zhurnalistau-i-medyya-u-2023-godze-spis-znyavolenyh
https://baj.by/be/content/ukrainski-bloger-balaganoff-pryznany-u-belarusi-ekstremisckim-farmavannem
https://baj.by/be/content/ukrainski-bloger-balaganoff-pryznany-u-belarusi-ekstremisckim-farmavannem

In 2022, the authorities started criminal prosecution of ordinary citizens for any form of cooperation with Internet

resources recognized as “extremist formations”.

Providing any information, giving interviews etc. became the basis for filing cases under Article 361-4 of the Criminal
Code (“facilitation of extremist activities”) that envisaged a punishment of up to seven years in prison. Daria Losik, the

wife of Radio Liberty employee Ihar Losik was sentenced to two years of imprisonment in January 2023 for being
interviewed by the Belsat TV channel about the situation of her husband in jail. At the same time, their four-year-old
daughter was placed under the care of relatives.

The first criminal case under the new “extremist” Article 130-2 (“denial of the genocide of the Belarusian people”),
included in the Criminal Code in 2022, was initiated in connection with publications in independent media - “Flagstock”
(Homiel) and “Zerkalo” - about burial sites of victims of Stalinist repressions, which, according to the prosecutor's
office, are the graves of people killed by the Nazis.

The List of citizens of the Republic of Belarus, foreign citizens or stateless persons involved in extremist activities was
first published on March 23, 2022. 19 journalists and a number of popular bloggers were included into the list later on.

Moreover, the KGB mentioned 7 media representatives, including a journalist and one of the leaders of the Union of

Poles in Belarus Andrzej Poczobut as well as four former employees of TUT.BY in the list of “individuals involved in
terrorist activities’.

Restriction of access to information

Censorship and restriction of access to Websites

Russia's aggression against Ukraine has led to the situation, when censorship began to affect not only the Belarusian
media content, but also the content of foreign media. Shortly after the beginning of the war, access to 6 Ukrainian
news Websites was blocked on the territory of Belarus, including “Gordon”, “Observer”, RBC-Ukraine, InfoResist,
“Novoe Vremya’, and “Focus”, due to the fact that they covered the military conflict in Ukraine in a way that was
distinct from the official interpretation of Russian-Belarusian propaganda.

The blocking of Russian users’ access to Belarusian independent media for the same reasons became a new
phenomenon in 2022. By decisions of the Federal Service for Supervision of Communications, Information Technology
and Mass Media, abbreviated as Roskomnadzor, or the Prosecutor General's Office of the Russian Federation, a number

» "k »

of news Websites (Zerkalo.io, “Nasha Niva”, “Euroradio”, “Media-Palessie”, “Salidarnasts” and others) as well as the

Website of the Belarusian Association of Journalists were blocked on the territory of the country.

The VKontakte social network (Russia) blocked access to a number of pages and groups of Belarusian independent
media “Charter-97” and “Flagstock” in response to a complaint from the Ministry of Information of Belarus. Also, it


https://baj.by/be/content/u-roznyh-garadah-belarusi-za-intervyu-ekstremisckim-smi-raspachynayuc-kryminalnyya-spravy
https://www.rferl.org/a/belarus-darya-losik-jailed/32230436.html
https://baj.by/be/content/genprakuratura-raspachala-kryminalnuyu-spravu-suprac-flagshtoka-i-zerkala
https://www.mvd.gov.by/ru/news/8642
http://kgb.by/ru/perechen-inf-ru/
https://baj.by/be/content/na-patrabavanne-raskamnaglyada-belaruski-pravaydar-zablakavau-brescki-sayt-za-asvyatlenne
https://baj.by/be/content/osnovnoe-zerkalo-reformby-zablokirovali-v-rossii
https://baj.by/be/content/v-rossii-ogranichili-dostup-k-media-polesyu-iz-za-publikaciy-o-voyne
https://baj.by/be/content/salidarnasc-zablokirovana-v-rossii
https://ovd.news/express-news/2023/06/18/v-rossii-zablokirovali-ryad-novostnyh-sitetov-iz-za-voennoy-cenzury-i

blocked public access to the pages and groups of “Zerkalo” and “Mediazone Belarus™ at the request of the Russian
Prosecutor General's Office.

According to official data, the government restricted access, in whole or in part, to 3,002 Web resources (mainly
Telegram channels and chats) in January - November 2022. At the same time, just over 5,000 resources had been

subject to such restrictions over the previous seven years.

Quite a few media outlets that continued to operate in Belarus were subject to temporary blocking in accordance with
decisions of the Ministry of Information. The condition for restoring access was the removal of certain content. Thus,
the Blizko.by news website about Minsk and Belarus was temporarily blocked by decision of the Ministry of Information

due to mentioning a blogger Anton Matolka in one of publications on the Web-resource. The latter was included in the
list of “terrorists” some time ago. When the authorities restored public access to the Web-resource, none of political
news publications could be found on its pages, including the archival ones.

Increasing ideologization of state media activities

The ideologization of state media activities continued alongside their reorientation towards purely propaganda work.
The “hybrid war” that is allegedly being waged against Belarus and Russia was constantly mentioned at the official
level, also in the context of events in Ukraine.

On March 25, 2022, Aliaksandr Lukashenka stated during a meeting on mass media activities that “advertising should
appear on patriotic pro-governmental (not from the point of view of ownership) channels that protect the state.” On
March 31, 2022, Presidential Decree No. 131 “On the Development of Mass Media” was signed. It established an

advertising fee of 10% for outdoor ads as well as for advertising on public transport. In other cases, the fee amounted
to 20% of the cost of advertising distribution services. The fee is supposed to be paid by advertisers and the raised
funds are to be used to subsidize the state media.

Since 2023, enroliment of students at the Faculty of Journalism of the Belarusian State University has been reduced
by 20%, and the paid studies with self-employment have been canceled. As Dean Aliaksey Bialayeu explained, the
department is busy fulfilling the government orders, preparing “combat bayonet warriors” for the state media.

At the same time, political purges of state media workers continued. Thus, at the end of 2022, 8 employees were fired
at Homiel Regional Television and the TV channel management was replaced.

Since Belarus has been internationally regarded as an aggressor country in the Russian-Ukrainian conflict, additional
sanctions were introduced against Belarusian state media. Thus, the Union of European Foothall Associations (UEFA)
excluded the Belarusian TV and Radio company from the list of official broadcasters of the League of Nations.
Consequently, the matches of the national football team could no longer be watched on the Belarus 5 TV channel. The
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Belarusian TV and Radio Company was also excluded from the list of broadcasters of Olympic games for the coming 10
years.

Ukraine and the European Union introduced sanctions against certain Belarusian propagandists.

ACTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Independent mass media and civil society respond to pressure and repressions with solidarity and mutual support.
Thus, the Belarusian Association of Journalists (BAJ) arranged the international Marathon of Solidarity with the
imprisoned journalists and took part in “We Care!” online charity marathon in support of political prisoners, arranged by
influential independent media and bloggers. The organizers collected more than EUR 574,000 for the politically

repressed people during the action.

Among other goals, these actions are aimed at keeping the current situation with political prisoners, human rights, and,
particularly, freedom of speech violations in Belarus in the focus of attention of the international community. The
outcome of these actions is reflected in resolutions and recommendations of international organizations and
structures.

Thus, among other, the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Belarus recommends the
government of Belarus in her report (par.111):

- to repeal the denunciation of and re-accede to the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights without delay;

- to introduce a moratorium on the death penalty without delay and ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty;

- to put an end to the policy of systematic repression of civil society organizations and human rights defenders

- to ensure in law and in practice the right to freedom of opinion and expression, peaceful assembly and association
and ensure that any limitation on those rights is in accordance with international law;

- to revoke all the decisions on the dissolution of independent media and civil society organizations, including those
working in the area of economic, social and cultural rights, and bring the legislation regulating the registration of civil
society organizations and the media into alignment with international human rights law;

- to release all prisoners sentenced on politically motivated grounds, starting immediately with the release of persons
whose health and life are endangered;

- to provide unrestricted access for independent monitors to all places of detention;
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- to ensure that international fair trial standards are met, notably by ensuring that all defendants are given unhindered
access to legal counsel of their choosing and are presumed innocent until proven otherwise by an independent court
decision;

- to ensure the prompt, transparent and effective investigation by an independent and impartial body into all cases of
death in custody and reports of torture and other ill-treatment and prosecute and hold accountable public officials,
including law enforcement officials, found responsible for issuing or carrying out such illegal orders;

- to take comprehensive measures to end repression and fear and reverse the trend of the mass exile of Belarusians
from their country.

Moreover, the Special Rapporteur addressed recommendations to the international community (par.112), in particular,
calling:

- to continue to demand that Belarus comply with its international human rights obligations;
- to support individuals forced into exile and civil society organizations that have had to relocate outside of Belarus;
- to continue to expand support for the critical work of journalists, civil society actors and human rights defenders;

- to encourage Member States to share and learn from best practices for supporting Belarusian students, educators
and researchers who have fled Belarus for fear of further repression.

The United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights addressed the government of Belarus in his report with
an appeal to stop human rights violations. Moreover, he recommended the UN Member States to work on bringing the

human rights abusers to legal accountability through proceedings in national courts based on generally accepted
principles of extraterritorial and universal jurisdiction, as appropriate, and in accordance with international law, while
also exploring further targeted measures against those alleged to be responsible for serious violations of human rights.
Also, he encouraged the Member States to keep the human rights situation in Belarus under the control of the Human
Rights Council and, if necessary, consider other mechanisms of bringing the human rights violators to legal
accountability in line with the Council’'s practice.

The Belarusian Association of Journalists has repeatedly drawn the attention of the Belarusian authorities to the fact
that journalists are not criminals, and that there cannot be a free society without the free press. BAJ demands that the
Belarusian authorities set our colleagues free and calls on journalist, human rights, and humanitarian organizations
around the world as well as well-known public figures to use their authority to influence the release of unjustly
convicted people in Belarus from prison.
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https://www.mvd.gov.by/ru/news/8642
https://www.mvd.gov.by/ru/news/8642
http://kgb.by/ru/perechen-inf-ru/
https://ovd.info/express-news/2023/06/18/v-rossii-zablokirovali-ryad-novostnykh-saytov-iz-za-voennoy-cenzury-i
https://minsk.gov.by/ru/actual/view/209/2022/inf_material_2022_12.shtml
https://baj.by/ru/content/mininform-razblokiroval-dostup-k-negosudarstvennomu-saytu-blizkoby-na-nem-ischezla-politika
https://baj.by/ru/content/mininform-razblokiroval-dostup-k-negosudarstvennomu-saytu-blizkoby-na-nem-ischezla-politika
https://president.gov.by/bucket/assets/uploads/documents/2022/131uk.pdf
https://www.belta.by/society/view/pertsov-pervokursnikam-zhurfaka-vy-nashi-boevye-shtyki-v-informatsionnoj-vojne-585656-2023/
https://www.belta.by/society/view/pertsov-pervokursnikam-zhurfaka-vy-nashi-boevye-shtyki-v-informatsionnoj-vojne-585656-2023/
https://baj.by/be/content/na-gomelskom-televidenii-proizoshli-massovye-uvolneniya-uvolen-propagandist-so-stazhem
https://baj.by/be/content/na-gomelskom-televidenii-proizoshli-massovye-uvolneniya-uvolen-propagandist-so-stazhem
https://news.zerkalo.io/cellar/16074.html?c

<https://baj.by/be/content/belteleradyyokampanivu-vyklyuchyli-sa-spisa-vyashchalnikau-na-blizheyshyya-alimpivady-
azhno>.

50.  Ukraine introduced sanctions against Lukashenka's propagandists, (“Nasha Niva),
<https://nashaniva.com/307630>.

ol. The EU imposed sanctions on Belarusian propagandists. The list includes Gigin, Lebedzeva, and Pustavoy. Who
are these people? (BAJ),
<https://baj.by/ru/content/es-nalozhil-sankcii-na-belorusskih-propagandistov-v-spiske-gigin-lebedeva-pustovoy-kto-0
ni>.

52. Marathon of solidarity, (BAJ), https://baj.by/en/events/115.

53. "We stand by the truth, we stand together!" A marathon of solidarity with the imprisoned journalists started in
Vilnius, (BAX),
<https://baj.by/en/analytics/we-stand-truth-we-stand-together-marathon-solidarity-imprisoned-journalists-started>.

54.  (Nasha Niva), <https://d2041s90g1m7rs.cloudfront.net/ mobile /322899/>.
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