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Media vs Government

The year 2018 will be remembered by the pro-democracy journalist
community in Belarus as a year that saw an unprecedentedly large

number of instances of freelance journalists being charged and
sentenced for contributing to foreign media outlets. There were
more than 100 such instances.

The year will also be remembered for arrests of journalists

in a so-called BEITA case. More than a dozen journalists, including
the editors in chief of tut.by and BelaPAN, were charged in the case
for allegedly getting unauthorized access to the paid-subscriber

section on the website of the government’s news agency BELTA.
This was not something new for us, the reporters who write
“wrong” stories and publish “wrong” photographs. We had already

experienced arrests, false allegations by policemen, “rubber-
stamped” court rulings, fines, jail terms, days in detention centers

By Vladimir Dziouba

any things have happened in the past
MZS years, but we have not got accustomed

to such treatment by authorities, not to
speak of giving in.

The reason is simple: we have decency and an
intention to tell the truth, and an understanding that
if we once betray our principles and beliefs, we will
turn into minions serving authorities and have to say
goodbye to the profession.

The standoff has been lasting for two decades.
Hundreds of non-state journalists and thousands of
Belarusians who are concerned about what is going
on in the country have been subjected to persecution

in Minsk and Zodzina, and “restricted freedom” sentences.

over this period. Many people have passed away
before their time. Their fates are like a broken string,
but we remember each of them.

The Belarusian Association of Journalists and
non-state media organizations constantly remind
the authorities of the abduction and murder of
Zmicer Zavadski and the murder of Veranika
Carkasava and demand an impartial investigation.
Many years have passed, but we have not received
a clear answer as to what happened to them. The
perpetrators have not yet been identified and
brought to justice. We also do not know who killed
Belarusian journalist Pavel Saramet, a member of
our association, in Kyiv.
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he Belarusian Association of Journalists

(BAJ) aims to support the high standards of

the journalism profession and defend the
legitimate rights and interests of the organization’s
members. That is why the BAJ’s efforts focus on the
democratization of regulations governing media
activities, the strengthening and development of the
organization’s legal department, and the arrangement
of various training programs for journalists.

Thanks to this work, many young journalists choose
censorship-free journalism and prefer to work for non-
state media outlets. Unfortunately, there are not enough
such media outlets in Belarus, but they work hard to
offer unbiased and accurate information to the public.
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Work for non-state media outlets is connected

with risks and stresses. That is why advice given by
psychologists during training seminars often helps
some journalists get rid of negative thoughts and avoid
professional exhaustion.

In addition, the BAJ holds various events every year for
this purpose. For instance, we annually hold a festival
called “BAJynki” during which we spend a few days
entertaining ourselves and trying to forget problems.

As a rule, the festival takes place in woods or the
countryside and features sports competitions, games
and various contests. We also offer kayak tours on rivers
in the Palessie region, during which journalists gather
information about local people’s life in areas far away
from the capital city and pick up garbage on river banks.

Every year the BAJ holds a contest called Volnaje
Slova (Free Speech). The jury names the winners in
the categories News Reporting, Analytical Journalism,
Non-fiction Literature, Investigative Journalism and
Debut. Such contests contribute to the professional
growth of both beginners and experienced journalists.

On the initiative of the BAJ’s branches in the provinces,
we have, for several years, conducted a campaign called
“Relay of Good Deeds.” Within the framework of the
campaign, journalists raise money from sponsors

and deliver gifts and give concerts at orphanages

and retirement homes before Christmas. Of course,
charitable activities are not our top priority, but in this
respect I would like to recall that the BAJ once created
two “prison” libraries, one of them in an “open-type”
correctional institution (facility for people serving
corrective labor terms) in the Homiel region and

the other in a correctional facility in 7odzina, where
journalists convicted for alleged offenses were held. With
the help of readers of non-state newspapers, we twice
collected several hundred books, mostly fiction literature.

Meanwhile, life goes on. And so does the endless story
of authorities’ persecution against journalists. The time
will come when this story will be read by the children
of those who are persecuted and those who persecute.
They will draw conclusions based on their parents’
actions and the moral values and principles inherited
from their parents. It is them who will judge our era,
not those who are currently in power.

Many articles in this Abajur issue are in English. This
was a request from our foreign friends, who wanted to
get a clear idea of the situation and developments in
the media sector in Belarus. We are grateful to them
for this. We highly value our partnership relations
with journalist and human rights organizations in
Scandinavian countries, Western Europe, Latvia,
Poland and Ukraine.



Media and Society An interview with the chairman

of the Belarusian Association
of Journalists (BAJ) Andrej Bastuniec,
Interviewed by Volha Chvoin

Andrej Bastuniec:
Non-state Media
Help People Make
Conscious Choice

on Basis of True

Andrej Bastuniec, has been engaged in human
rights activities for many years. He graduated
as a lawyer and, while working as a journalist,
represented non-state media organizations

in court. He was one of the authors of legal
manuals for media workers and put forward
proposals to democratize regulations governing
the media.

Q: The year 2018 brought a lot of challenges for
the pro-democracy journalist community. Did
the community manage to overcome them? How
successful was the Association in implementing its
plans?

A: Yes, the year was very difficult for us. It is
enough to mention the authorities” practice of
blocking access to websites, the BELTA case,
the persecution of freelance journalists for
their contributions to foreign media outlets,
the felony tax evasion charge against BelaPAN
Director General Alies Lipaj, which was
dropped only after his death.

A total of 15 journalists were charged in the
BELTA case. The editor in chief of tut.by, one
of the most popular online Belarusian news
sources, remains charged in the case. Experts
believe that the Criminal Code article used
against journalists in the case can only be
applied to hackers.

Authorities strengthened persecution against
journalists working for foreign media

outlets without accreditation. Given these
circumstances, it is clear that the Association
prioritized the protection of journalists’ rights.
This was called the top priority for the BAJ at our
general conference held in April 2018.

However, we also actively worked in other
spheres. In particular, we monitored the situation
regarding freedom of expression, ran training
programs and informed the public about
developments in the media sector through our
website and our bulletin Abajur.

The BAJ remains a major source of information
about the situation in the media sector for

our partners, which include influential
international organizations that monitor the
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situation with regard to freedom of expression
and media freedom.

We got involved in the human rights dialogue
between Belarus and the European Union.

I should note that unlike in other countries,
civil society activists in Belarus have the
opportunity not only to monitor the dialogue,
but also to express their thoughts and
suggestions, including about issues concerning
freedom of expression. And we raise the issues
we are talking about now within the framework
of this Belarus-EU dialogue and on other
negotiation platforms.

Q: The media landscape has significantly changed.
New people with different views and interests have
come into journalism. Do you have an idea as to
what should be done for the development of the BAJ?

A: A development strategy for our organization
was adopted in 2015. We updated it at the last
general conference, but our priorities remain
unchanged.

The BAJ is primarily a human rights
organization. And while there are challenges to
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Photo by Valiancina Zianova

the journalist community, we will respond to
them, although I would like to stress that this is
only one of the areas for our work.

At present we also do a lot to educate and train
journalists and inform the public about the
state of freedom of expression.

Apart from running training programs, the
BAJ provides legal advice, advance the interests
of non-state media outlets and journalists in
Belarus and abroad, defends the interests of
the media when regulations are drafted and
discussed, propose alternative bills, conducts
solidarity campaigns and does many other
things.

We took part in the development of a strategy
for the non-state media sector of Belarus for
the period from 2019 to 2024.

I would like to stress that this is not the BAJ’s
strategy. The non-state media sector comprises
non-state media outlets, non-governmental
organizations, independent experts, advertising
agencies, non-state I'T service providers and

so on. The main purpose of the strategy is to



Media

and Society

help Belarusians make a conscious choice on
the basis of full and true information, create
a stable and favorable environment for a free
exchange of opinions and try to ensure the
establishment of fundamental human rights
and freedoms.

Q: You were a member of an advisory council under
the aegis of the central election commission. You
have repeatedly met with Information Minister
Aliaksandr Karliukievi¢. Should one hope that
meetings with government officials will bear some
fruit?

A: It is normal that the information ministry,
for instance, talks with representatives of

one of the largest associations. It would be
strange if this did not take place. It is another
matter that our relations with the information
ministry reached an impasse in 2017. I think
the situation somewhat improved the
following year. I met with the leadership of the
information ministry three times in 2018.

Representatives of the BAJ also attended
meetings at the government level. For instance,
our representatives took part in a meeting

held by the foreign ministry, during which

an alternative report by Belarusian human
rights organizations for the UN Human

Rights Committee was discussed. It is another
matter that such contacts sometimes resemble
a conversation between a deaf and a mute
person.

Q: Are there instances of authorities heeding
suggestions from the journalist community?

A: When a new version of the Media Law was
under consideration in 2008, we submitted

our proposals to the House of Representatives.
About 10 of our proposals were taken into
consideration. Even in 2018, authorities
accepted a few of our proposals while they
were considering amendments to the Media
Law. We ensured the possibility for the
information ministry’s decisions to block access
to websites to be appealed in court. Based on
our proposals, authorities significantly reduced
penalties for the distribution of prohibited
information. We consistently oppose new
restrictive amendments to media regulations,
as they are already highly restrictive.

Q: Political analysts say that there is currently a
new thaw in the relationship between Minsk and
the European Union, but the situation in Belarus
with regard to human rights, including freedom of
expression, is still bad. Why in your opinion, is this
thaw taking place and can it influence anything?

A: T have more than once heard representatives
of European institutions say that now is the
time to talk with the Belarusian authorities on
issues that are not sensitive to them, i.e. issues
that they are willing to discuss. According

to them, this is better than no dialogue at

all. I largely agree with this opinion, but this
should not mean that subjects sensitive to

the government should be removed from the
agenda. Such subjects include freedom of
expression. Dialogue should not be just for the
sake of dialogue. It should yield a result. This is
what I expect from this process.

Q: How would you describe the current state of
Belarus’ media sector? There are many new media
outlets of different orientations, which was not the
case five years ago. Journalists have a wide choice
as to where to work. However, this is not true for the
media reporting on social and political issues.

A: It is social and political journalism that is
the main indicator of the government’ attitude
towards the media. This is one of the sensitive
issues for the authorities. This is an indicator
showing whether or not they tolerate criticism,
whether they agree to hear what they do not
want to hear. This is an indicator of their
attitude to freedom of expression.

We do not know what the media sector will be
like in five years. Today in our contacts with the
information ministry we raise the issues of free-
lancers, media regulations and traditional media.
But everything may change in five years and the
situation may turn out to be absolutely different.
It is difficult to make forecasts in this respect.

Q: Is it likely, in your opinion, that the government
will agree to legalize freelancers working without
accreditation? At present such journalists are
outlawed. In the 21 century, this is perceived as
barbarism.

A: The Belarusian Association of Journalists
has repeatedly put forward proposals in this
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regard. We have submitted a set of relevant
documents to the information ministry. By the
way, while meeting with Minister Karliukevic,
I pointed out to him that in the Scandinavian
countries, authorities do not care whether or
not a journalist is an employee of a certain
media organization, because each citizen has
the right to freely receive information from
journalists irrespective of their status.

It is necessary to say openly that in the
overwhelming majority of cases, journalists
charged and fined for working for foreign
media outlets without accreditation are those
working for Belsat TV. It is my firm opinion
that this persecution runs counter not only to
Belarus’ international commitments, but also
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to national laws. And I think this issue cannot
be resolved in the legal sphere because this is
a political issue. There can only be a political
solution to it. The issue can be resolved
through efforts by the new foreign ministry of
Poland and through efforts by the European
Union and Belarusian officials.

For our part, we keep defending the rights

of journalists. There are many of those who
would like independent journalism to keep
silent and cease to exist altogether, but this will
not happen because freedom of expression

is a thing that touches everyone. Freedom of
expression is not only one of the fundamental
rights and freedoms. It helps ensure respect for
other rights.
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«eno BENTA»:

NMonbiTKa pacnpasBbl
C He3aBUCUMbIM
MHTEPHEeTOM

MocewaemocTb HE3aBUCUMBIX UHTEPHET-
NopTanoB ropaspo bonbiue, YeM y CTpaHuL
rocyaapcreeHHbiX uHTepHet-CMU. tor
(aKT NPU3HAIOT M YMHOBHUKM. PacnpaBuTbCs
C NONYNAPHOCTbIO HE3ABUCUMbIX MHTEPHET-
NOpPTanoB BAACTH PeLMIM pyKaMu
rocyaapcTBeHHoro uHgopmarextcrea BENTA.

0 0UIMATLHON BepCHH, PyKOBOACTBO

BEJITA Bppyr 06HapyXIo, 4TO HaposIsMu

€ro IVIATHOI MOANMCKY He3aKOHHO I10/Ib3Y-
I0TCS1 He3aBUCYIMBbIe KypHamucThl. OOBIHEHIE Cpasy
Ke Ha3Ba/M abCYPAHBIM: B OTKPBITOM JOCTYIIe Ha
caitte BEJITA pocTynHas o mapomnam nHGopManus
HOABJIAETCA Yepe3 15 MUHYT, U He3aBUCYMBIM IIOp-
TajlaM HeT CMbICTIA OTIepeXKaTh 3T, IIPEXK e BCETO
o¢uumanbuble, HOBoCTH 6e3 ccouiky Ha BEJITA —
BeJlb TOTIbKO «TOCY/IAPCTBEHHbIE» )KYPHAUCTDI
MMEIOT JOCTYI Ha MEpPOIIPUATIS, Ky/ia BXOJ, He3aBM-
CUMBIM JIaBHO M1 HAaITTyXO 3aKpBIT.

Ho MexaHu3M pacipaBbl ObLT 3aIIyLIeH.

7 aBrycra B oducax kommanmit TUT.BY u bemalIAH
HPOLUIY OOBICKY 1 3a/iepyKaHyisL. Db 3a/iep>KaHbl
rraBHblit pefakTop TUT.BY Mapuna 3omotosa,
penaxkTopsl nopTana AnHa Kanrbirnza, Janmna Ynacuk
1 AHHa EpMaueHoK, riaBHblit pefiaktop bemalIAH
Vpuna JleBiuyHa 1 MeXXAyHapOHBIT 0003peBaTenb
nHpopMareHTcTBa TaTbsia KopoBeHKOBa, COOKOP
«Hewmerixoit Bonubl» [TaBen boikoBckmit u pefax-

TOp MHTEPHET-CaiiTa raseThbl «bemopychl 1 ppIHOK»

Anexcelt JKykoB. Bce oHM ITpoBenyt 0 HECKONbKO
CYTOK B M30/IATOPE BPEMEHHOTO COlePyKaHIA

Ha ymue OKpecTyHa. 27 aBrycTa 60/bIIMHCTBY MOfi0-
3peBaeMBbIX ObUI 3alIpellieH Bbles]; U3 CTpaHbL KoM-
IbIOTEPHAA TEXHMKA B PeJAKIAX ¥ Ha KBApTUPAX
XKYPHAJ/IMCTOB Ob/Ia M3DBATAa — BIVIOTb JO TeNe(pOHOB
¥ JeTCKUX UTPOBBIX I/TAHIIETOB.

JKypHanucTos u pefakiuy nopgepxanu Espocoros,
Cosert Epponbl, CIIIA, MexXyHapOaHbIE TPaBO3a-
IIMTHbIE OPTAaHMU3ALVIL.

Ho 15 5xypHanucToB B TedeHNe HeCKOMbKIX MeCs-
IIeB Pery/IApHO XOAVIN Ha JOTIPOCH B Ka4eCTBe
TIOZ,03peBAEMbIX 11 0OBIHSIEMBIX I10 YTOTOBHOII CTa-
Tbe — 3a «HECAHKI[OHNPOBAHHBIN JOCTYII K KOM-
HBIOTEPHOI MHPOPMALINIL».

K KOHIIy HOAOPSI >KYPHA/TUCTOB IIepeBeNt B CTATYC
CBUJIETENIEN — TIOC/IE BBIMIATHI B OI0[KET HACUM-
TAHHOTO C/IefOBaTe/LIMM YiepOa 1 Ha3HaYeHHOTO
agMyHUCTpaTUBHOrO WTpada. CyMMBbI BBIIUIAT
cocrasunu ot 1500 go mouru 9000 fonmapos.

K xon1y 2018 rona o6suHstemolt o «geny BEJTTA»
0CTamach TOMbKO rnaBHbI pegaktop TUT.BY
MapwuHa 3010TOBa — ee 0OBUHSIOT B «Oe3/ieiicTBII
JOJDKHOCTHOTO JIML[a», CAHKIVIS TP bsABICHHON
YTOTIOBHOII CTaThyl — OT IITpada [0 5 JIeT IUIIeHNs
CcBOOOBI.

B «mene», mpencraBneHHOM 11 O3HAKOM/IEHMA
30110TOBOIL, — 60 TOMOB, BK/TI0YAIOIIMX PE3YIbTAThI
9KCTIEPTH3, 0OBICKOB 1 JOTIPOCOB )XYPHAUCTOB Pas-
HBIX U3TAaHNIA.
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Police officers outside BelaPAN':
Photo by Siarhej Balaj, BelaPAN

NMpourpanu Bce,
rocyaapcTBo

Stance

tOpwuin 3uccep,
6U3HeCMeH,
ocHoBartenb noprana
TUT.BY

B MepBYyIo o4yepenb

KO/IbKO OyJIeT CyI[ecTBOBATh HAIl CTPOIL,

tpesor 3a cyapdy TUT.BY Hukyna He

ieHyTCA. VI 91U TpeBOry HavyayIich He celi-
4ac, He 7 aBIyCTa, KOIZIa B KBapTUPDI HAIIUX COTPYA-
HVKOB IPUIIIA C 0OBICKaMU. DTUM TPEBOTaM yKe
MHOTO JIeT.

CaMoe HenmpuATHOe celyac — CUIOBUKIU ITOTYUUIN
mocTyn K BHyTpeHHelt «kyxHe» TUT.BY. Havanu
KOIIaTh, HapyIleHnI1 He Hauutu. Ho B Haell cTpaHe
BO3MOXXHO CaMble 0OBIKHOBEHHbIE BEIU BbIBO-
payMBaTh HAM3HAHKY M IPEIOHOCUTD B HETIPU-
rAgHOM Bujie. IloaToMy MBI He 3HaeM, Kakue elle
CIJIETHY U PA3THU NOABATCA, Hanpumep B «CoBeT-
cKolt benopyccum» mny Ha TeleBUIEHNY, MBI HE
3HaeM, YTO HaM IIPeNOfiHeCYT, KAKUMM BparaMu
BBICTABAT.

BbI/1 3aMBICENT YHUYTOKXUTD IIOPTAJL MY XOTS OBl
CWIBHO TIONyTaTh. [Tomyrats ynanocs, 6e3ycIoBHO:
VI Hallli COTPYAHMLIBI TeTlephb OYAYT MHade ceOst
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BECTH, Y TIOPTaJTy IPUIIOCH OTKA3aThCA OT MHOTMX
CBOMX CTPpAaTeIrMY€CKIX IUVIAHOB, ITIOHNMAs, 9YTO Y HaC
MO’XET OBITb IVI0X0 pUHAHCOBO. MBI OTKA3a/IICh OT
I/[HBCCTI/IIU/H?[ B HOBbIE ITPOEKTHI, 3TO IVIOXO M I/
HAC, U JIA CTPaHBbL.

A cunralo, yTo mpourpanu Bce. VI rocygapcTso
IPEX/ie BCero — eMy HaHeCeH OrpOMHBbIIT yiiepb.
CoBepIIeHHO TOHATHO, YTO HAI0)KeHHbIe Ha JKYP-
Ha/IMCTOB CAHKIIMY HUKAK He MTOKPBIBAIOT 3aTPaThI,
KOTOPBIe TIOHECTIO TOCYAAPCTBO. Jlaxke 4nucTo

B MaTepya/IbHOM IIaHe: B O(UC IIPUe3KaeT LeNblil
aBTOOYC CIELMATUCTOB, BOCEMb YeJIOBEK BPbIBa-
10TCA B KBApTUPY MapyHBI 300TOBOIL... MOXHO
HPEfCTaBUTD, CKOILKO JII0fiell OBIIO BOB/IEYEHO

B 3Ty OIlepalliIo U 3a/IefICTBOBAHO 10 CHX IIOP.
VIMypKeBble 3aTpaThl O0/bIIe: MHOTYIE MIHBECTH-
IIVIOHHbIE M/IAHBI OTBAIUINCD, @ 3TO MUJITMOHDI

U leCATKY MIJTNOHOB I0//IapOB, KOTOPhIE CTPaHa
He HOJTY4NT.
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BELTA Case:

Attack on Non-state
Online Media

The popularity of non-state news websites

is much greater than that of government-
controlled ones. Even government officials
acknowledge this fact. It was decided to fight
against news websites beyond their control with
the help of the government’s news agency BELTA.

uthorities said that BELTA suddenly found
that journalists working for non-state media
outlets used passwords known to them to

illegally get access to the paid subscription news
content on the agency’s website.

They simply stole information, said BELTA Director
General Iryna Akulovic.

This accusation was immediately called absurd because
BelTAs information accessible by password was posted
in the free-access section just 15 minutes later. It did
not make sense for journalists working for other media
outlets to use BELTAS paid subscription reports in

an attempt to report some news as earlier as possible
because the agency’s reports overwhelmingly deals with
news from government sources and about government
agencies’ activities. Since non-state reporters are as rule
denied such information, they have to cite BELTA as
the source in any case.

However, an order was given and things got rolling.

On August 7, officers of the Investigative Committee
of Belarus searched the offices of tut.by and BelaPAN.
The searches were conducted simultaneously with
raids on the homes of Maryna Zolatava, editor in
chief of tut.by; the website’s editors Hanna Kaltyhina,
Halina Ulasik and Hanna Jermaconak; Iryna Lieti§yna,
editor in chief of BelaPAN; the news agency’s staff

writer Tanya Korovenkova; Patlliuk Bykotiski, Deutsche
Welle’s Minsk correspondent; and Aliaksej Zukati, an
editor of the website of the newspaper Belorusy i Rynok.
The journalists were held in a detention center for one
to three days.

A total of 15 journalists were charged in the so-called
BELTA case. Most of them were banned from leaving
Minsk.

The European Union, the United States and
international human right organizations came out in
support of the targeted media outlets and journalists.

But the 15 journalists continued to be summoned for
questioning.

In late November, after almost all the journalists — those
who had been formally charged with “unauthorized
access to computer information” — had the charges
against them dropped, after they paid large amounts

of money to the state as compensation for the damage
that they had allegedly caused, and paid fines. Their
payments ranged from $1,500 to almost $9,000.

As of the end of 2018, Maryna Zolatava, who had been
charged with “inaction by an official,” remained the
only one accused in the BELTA case.

In early December, she and her counsel were given one
month to examine the case file.

After examining the 60-volume case file, she was
supposed to decide whether or not to file a new
application for dropping the charge against her.

The charge bears a penalty of a fine or a prison term of

up to five years under Part Two of the Criminal Code’s
Article 425.
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BELTA Case

We will feel concerned about the fate of tut.by all the
time while the current regime exists in our country.
We had felt concerned for many years even before the
homes of our journalists were subjected to searches.

The most unpleasant thing is that authorities got access
to the internal workings of our media organization.
They dug deep but found nothing illegal. However, our
country’s authorities can distort any things and paint
you in the worst possible light. We can only guess what
mud may be slung on us by the newspaper Sovetskaya
Belorussiya and television channels and what they may
allege to portray us as criminals.

The objective of the BELTA case was to cause
damage to our organization or at least intimidate
its workers. They certainly succeeded in the latter.
Our journalists will now behave in a different way.
We had to abandon many of our strategic plans,

BelaPAN’s newsroom after the e h.
Photo by Siarhej Balaj, BelaPAN .
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Is Damaging to All

Stance

By Jury Ziser,
the founder
and co-owner
of TUT.BY

realizing that we might have financial problems.
For this reason, we had to decide not to launch new
projects, which is bad for both our organization and
the country.

I believe the BELTA case was primarily detrimental
to the state. It caused significant damage even from
a financial standpoint. It is clear that the payments
imposed on the journalists could not cover the
costs of the investigation of this case. Dozens of
officers were involved and are still involved in the
investigation. As many as eight officers searched
Maryna Zolatava’s apartment. A bus of officers
arrived to raid our office.

The case caused long-term reputational damage
to the country. It scared off potential investors.
The country may thus lose millions and dozens of
millions of dollars.

1



Stance

12

Crime and

Punishment

Maryna Zolatava, editor in chief of tut. by,
tells of her experience as a suspect
in the BELTA case

Tuesday, August 7. The strongest impression is

of my entrance hall crowded by people in uniform
and civilian clothes at seven oclock in the morning.
Meanwhile, my son is getting dressed up in a
neighboring room for a training session. Cameras
and a bright light. I immediately imagine how all this
will look in news broadcasts on TV in the night: I'm
sleepy, standing in a morning gown.

They produce a search warrant. The letters blur. They
don't let me make calls to workmates.

Six hours later. 'm being driven to the central office
of the Investigative Committee. We're going past our
office at number 57 Dziarzynskaha Avenue. I see a
van and a bus near the entrance. Everything is clear.
I feel frustrated, cause I don’t know what’s happening
to my colleagues. I don’t know whether the office is
functioning.

It’s getting dark. I see some of my colleagues in
corridors of the Investigative Committee’s office.

I'm at the Partyzanski district police station. I have
my fingers printed. They are waiting for a police
escort to transport me to the detention center on
Akrescina Street. I realize that my colleagues will also
be taken there. Who of them? When?

In the prisoner van, I'm with three other women
in one cell. There is little room for four. The
experienced cellmates tell me whats coming, that’s
why I'm not surprised at being placed in a small
holding cell for new inmates. There are four of us
locked in the cell. We can only stand. Time goes by
very slowly.

They order us to line up in the corridor to be
distributed to cells. We are given bed linen. My
experienced cellmates are surprised. They say they
were not given bed linen before.

.

Photo by Siarhej Balaj: BelaPAN
Here I am at last. In a cell. Get a bunk. I have to sleep.

In the morning, my cellmates discuss the sensational
news: “Wow, we've got bed linen!” artfully using
obscene words. That's not what happened here, they

say.

Another surprise. We are given a whole piece of soap!
I even can wash my head in the sink.

Good news is that there is hot water at the detention
facility. I had no hot water at home.

Three of my four cellmates are taken away to the
detention center in Zodzina. They are charged

with failure to compensate the state for the cost of
maintaining their children under Article 174 of

the Criminal Code. There are two of us left. We are
offered books. I choose Petersburg Tales by Gogol
and Fyodor Dostoevsky’s Crime and Punishment.
My cellmate surprises me. She reads Dostoevsky’s
novel for almost 24 hours, even deep at night by the
light of a lamp in the corridor. She is charged under
Article 174 as well.

I can go for a walk. This is also a cell, but there is no
roof in it and you can see the sky through iron bars.

The worst thing is that I have no information. What's
happening to my family? How do they feel? What's
going on at our office. Where are my workmates?

Thursday, August 9th. I'm at the central office of the
Investigative Committee again. My interrogation
starts at around one oclock. They let me go after nine
in the night. They return my shoelaces and 30 rubels
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in cash. It is clear that they won't return the other
stuff.

My family and colleagues are waiting for me outside.
I’'m happy. Thank you, friends!

[ am surprised to read a statement on the site of the
Investigative Committee. “Taking into consideration
her active assistance in the investigation,
investigators decided not to keep Maryna Zolatava in

| Don’t Feel
Ashamed

An account by Hanna Kaltyhina,
an editor with TUT.BY

I get up early in the morning. I make coffee and start
my work of putting news on our site so that those
who get up at seven or eight oclock are able to learn
the latest news. But there is no internet connection.

I attempt to make a call to a workmate. All mobile
phones are dead. Our landline telephone does not
work either.

“Maybe, some top official has died,” my husband
says. I quickly put clothes on and head to a bus stop,
without having drunk my coffee.

On my way to the bus stop, I am stopped by an
AMAP (special task police) officer. He checks my ID.
Tells me to follow him to the van. In the van, [ see
two young men in suits — they are police officers —
the man who stopped me, a young woman in AMAP
uniform, two persons assigned to be witnesses

to a search, an officer from the State Forensic
Examination Committee and an officer from the
Investigative Committee.

I'm told that my home is going to be searched.
After opening the entrance door, I ask my husband
to take our son to the kitchen so that he does not get

scared.

“Do you have cash, cards, data storage devices,
phones, computers, laptops?” they ask.

(125) 20109
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custody;” the statement says. What active assistance
do they talk about? Is it that I agreed to give evidence
at the second attempt and, in addition, helped them
charge me under a “heavier” article?

There are a lot of other interesting things I would
like to write about, including the publication of
recordings of tapped conversations and some TV
reports. We will certainly return to this issue when
everything is over.

1) & 2l v
L5 %hoto by Siarhe] Balaj, BelaPAN
I show them all this stuff. They seize everything and
draw up a list of seized items.

I go to say goodbye to my son. “Mom, where are you
going?” he asks. “When will you be home?”

I promise to be back in the evening, but I feel that T'll
fail to keep the promise.

I'm driven to the central office of the Investigative
Committee. Prior to an interrogation, at around
9:20 a.m., 'm shown a press release by the
Committee and I learn from it that Hanna Kaltyhina
has been arrested as a suspect.

And I remember the head of the Investigative
Committee’s press service saying, “We never disclose
the names of suspects.”

In the corridor, I see Tanya Korovenkova of BelaPAN
and then my workmate Halina Ulasik. I get some
news as to whose homes have been searched, who
have been arrested. That’s shocking.
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Then I'm subjected to questioning and then I'm
taken to the Savietski district police station and
spend two hours in a holding cell there before being
driven to the detention center on Akrescina Street.

The facility is like another world. When you are
searched, you have to forget your dignity.

A female officer: Take off your pants!
Me: Sorry, I can’t. ’'m on my period.
The officer: 'm a woman as well. Take off your pants!

Probably, this was the most humiliating moment in
my life. However, in general the facility’s personnel
were rather polite and responsive. Medicines were
provided at first request.

I didn't eat the food offered there. I remembered a
popular Belarusian pop singer who, after being taken
on a tour of a correctional facility, said that the food
served in our prisons is not worse than meals served
at restaurants. I wish she tried that “soup” and that
“cutlet”

BelaPAN

Photo by Slarhej Balaj,

However, I was offered something to read. They had
At a Crossroads by Jakub Kolas — half of the pages
were missing — and even two thriller novels.

I share the cell with women who are in jail for the
first time. They have no criminal record. One of
them faces a charge of attempting to buy marijuana.
Another one is a fitness instructor. She is charged
under Article 147 for stabbing her husband with a
knife. He had been bullying her for 25 years. She tries
to see it that I at least drink tea.

I have always thought that mostly innocent people
are jailed. They are set up, Drugs are planted. The
husband may have fallen on the knife himself. But
my cellmates say they are to blame. They regret what
they did.

I sleep all the time the following day. I have nothing
to do. A walk is the only pleasant exception. I hear
colleagues of mine called by name. They are in
neighboring cells. Some of them may be just one
door away.

I'm to be detained for up to 72 hours. This means I
should be released on Friday, but 'm unexpectedly
freed on Thursday, following another interrogation. An
investigator tells me that I'm free in the course of three
hours. All this time I can see my relatives and colleagues
through a window in the room. But I can't come to
them. Can't embrace them. I can't embrace my son.

I'm released after 9 oclock in the night.

Everybody does deeds that they feel sorry about.
After my release, I read a lot of bad things about us.
We allegedly stole news reports from BelTA. I read
that my colleagues and I are “ladies convenient in
everyday life” and so on. I want to say that I don't feel
ashamed of what I did as a journalist. I am prepared
to own up to every piece of news that I put on our
website. I'm ready to answer to our readers, to my
colleagues and to the Investigative Committee.

But I do feel ashamed towards my son. I feel sorry
that I could not answer his question “Mom, why did
you take so long?” when we were standing outside
the building of the Investigative Committee on
Thursday night.

Forgive me, son. And thank you, my friends,
colleagues, people I haven't seen for years and people
I don't even know for the support.
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Media vs Government

'

Persistently Fine
Freelancers
for Working without

Accreditation

Last April, Reporters Without Borders published
its 2018 World Press Freedom Index, which
ranked Belarus 155th out of 180 countries.
Belarus was among the countries whose media
freedom situations were described as bad.

uthorities have been persecuting Belarusian
freelance journalists in the last several years
with persistence worthy of a better cause.

It is a common practice that freelancers are charged
and sentenced to fines for working for foreign media
outlets without accreditation. This is one of the main
problems currently faced by the pro-democracy
Belarusian journalist community.

(125) 20109

By Pavel Lievinad,
a member of the BAJ

The Media Law distinguishes between the
terms “journalist working for media outlet” and
“journalist working for a foreign media outlet.
Many experts believe that this approach is
discriminatory.

In 2018, the BAJ recorded more than 100 instances

of violation of journalists’ rights pertaining to the
performance of their professional duties.
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There was roughly the same number of instances of
journalists being charged and sentenced for working
for foreign media without accreditation.

The police’s cases against journalists are often
ridiculous. For instance, Hlybokaje freelance
journalists Tacjana Smotkina and Zmicer Lupa¢ were
fined 1,102.5 rubels and 857.5 rubels, respectively,
for a harmless report that was broadcast by Radio
Racyja. The report dealt with an exhibition of the
coats of arms of the Viciebsk region’s district capitals
on the occasion of the 80th anniversary of the region.

In another instance, Viciebsk freelance journalists
were sentenced to fines for a social report on a water
supply problem in a village located on the bank of

a lake, which was broadcast by Belsat TV. Aliena
Sabunja was given a fine of 490 rubels and Viacaslaii
Lazarati was fined 539 rubels.

In one of the most ridiculous stories, four Viciebsk
residents were sentenced to fines and one more was
given a three-day jail sentence for taking pictures
of themselves demonstrating in support of media
freedom and posting the pictures on social media
sites.

The people were charged and sentenced for failure to
obtain permission from local authorities for holding
self-made paper birds and paper cages in front of a
wall picture depicting birds flying out of cages — as a
symbol of freedom — and posing for photographs.
A police officer testified that the group had

planned this event in advance, which equated it to

a demonstration. The graffiti was promptly painted
over by order of local authorities.

In a gesture of solidarity with the Belarusian
“offenders,” people in Europe started to post

photographs of themselves holding paper birds and
cages.

Misinterpretation of Law

Freelancers whose reports are used by foreign

media outlets are, as a rule, charged with the “illegal
creation of media products,” although under Belarus’
Media Law, only legal entities may be charged with
such an offense.

Media products are created by a legal entity that
performs the functions of a media organization,
whereas under Paragraphs Six and Seven of the
Media Law’s Article One, journalists only provide
written, audio or video reports for this purpose. In
addition, journalists’ reports shall not be viewed as
a media product, as a media product is defined as a
set of materials that bears a permanent name and is
regularly created and distributed.

Therefore, the sentencing of freelance journalists
for the mere fact that their reports are published by
foreign media outlets is a gross violation of media
freedom standards.

Journalists have to work without accreditation
because accreditation is stubbornly denied. Under
regulations, accreditation for foreign media outlets
and journalists working for foreign media outlets
shall be granted by the foreign ministry, but
accreditation is not supposed to be a job permit
and the lack of accreditation should not prevent
journalists from doing their job. All freelance
journalists should have the same rights as journalists
working for accredited media organizations.

The Belarusian Association of Journalists has
repeatedly called on the information ministry and
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the parliament to initiate amendments that would
change the situation, but to no avail.

By persecuting freelance journalists, the Belarusian
authorities violate the constitution and their
international commitments.

Under Part Two of Article 19 of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, everyone
shall have the right to freedom of expression,
including the right to “seek, receive and impart
information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of
frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in
the form of art, or through any other media of his
choice”

The right to freely receive, keep and distribute
accurate information about the activities of
government agencies, non-governmental

organizations, about political, economic, cultural and

international events and the state of the environment
is guaranteed by Article 34 of the Constitution of the
Republic of Belarus.

Freelance journalists have sent dozens of individual
communications to the UN Human Rights
Committee about violations by the Republic of
Belarus of their right to freedom of expression.

Participants at a recent conference in Minsk on the
theme of “Prospects and Challenges for Freelance
Journalism in Europe. Special Focus on Belarus”
demanded that the Belarusian authorities should
stop persecution against freelance journalists for
their professional activities. They also called on
the authorities to apply international law norms on
freedom of expression and media freedom.

However, the authorities turned a deaf ear to us and

Media vs Government

Vicious Circle

In May 2018, Homiel freelance journalist Larysa
S¢yrakova was charged over her photographs taken
in the Himalayas, which had been published on the
website of Belsat TV.

The series of photographs, titled “Breathtaking
Landscapes. The Highest Peaks of the World in the
Eyes of Homiel People,” were really impressive, but
the author was accused of the illegal creation of a
media product.

There was nothing illegal in the photographs for the
Nepalese authorities, but the police in Belarus found
illegality in them.

This seems to be a vicious circle that cannot be
broken. This is something that a reasonable person
cannot understand.

The authorities appear to believe that by persecuting
freelance journalists, they block unwanted
information from reaching people. However, despite
the persecution, the ranks of freelancers are growing
and the number of reports critical of the government
is increasing.

The Belarusian authorities should stop their
disgraceful war against journalists and try to comply
with their international commitments and national
laws.

e &/«Qsﬁ"“‘)

continued to do what they did.
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«BceM XXypHaimcramMm
MecTa He XBaTur»

®oto Baguma 3amuposckoro, TUT.BY

AKKPEOAUTALUUA
KakK cpencTtBo 3awmnTtbl ot CMA

NMonutnyecknmn pexxmum co3HaTesibHO OorpaHn4YmnBaeT Nnpaso
Ha cBoOoAay uHdpopmauumm n ceodony padéortsi ana CMMU.

MHCTUTYT aKKpepuMTaLK, KOTOPbIA BpoAe Kak Npu3BaH 0bneryuTb
B3aumopeiicTaue npecc-cny6 u CMU, B Benapycu Ha npakThke 4acTo
UCNONb3yeTcs, 4T0Obl OrpaHNUMTD AOCTYN YPHANMCTOB HA MEPONPUATHS.
YuHOBHUKM B 3TOM NPoGNEeMbl He BAAAT U HE CYUTAIOT HY)KHBIM YTO-TO MEHSATD.

OCTYII K MHGOPMALNY — OffHA U3 OCHOBHBIX IIP06/IeM O€/I0pPYCCKUX SKYP-

Ham1cToB. KOHTaKThI 4MHOBHIKOB cO CMI pernaMeHTHpPYIOTCS 3aKOHO A~

TEe/IbCTBOM, KOTOPOE YCTAHAB/IMBALT, UTO «IIeIeCO0OPAZHOCTD Iy O/MIKaImit
¥ BBICTYIUTCHMII TOCYAAPCTBEHHBIX CTY)KAILNX, CBA3AHHBIX C MICTIOTTHEHNMEM CITy-
KeOHBIX 00A3aHHOCTE, ONPefeNAeTCA PYKOBOJUTEIEM rOCY/IapCTBEHHOTO OPraHa,

TatbsiHa KopoBeHKoBa,

B KOTOPOM FOCY/IApCTBEHHBII CITY>KALMIT 3aHNMAeT TOCYAPCTBEHHYIO AO/DKHOCTb, BenaflAH

VIV YIIOTHOMOYEHHBIM VM JIMLIOM».

XMTpoe rOCYapCTBEHHBIMI OPTaHAMM, OMUTIHIECKIMI

3aKoHOAaTeJNibCTBO MAPTUSIMY, APYTUMI OOI[eCTBEHHBIMU 00beINHE-
HISIMI, MHBIMI 0PUZINYeCKMI JINIAMI, & TAK)Ke

[IpaBo Ha aKKPEUTALIMIO 3aKPEIUIEHO B CTaThe 35 [ipyTie COOBITHA, IPOUCXOAALIME HA TEPPUTOPHN

3akona 0 CMI, HO Ipy 3TOM 3aKOHOJIATENbCTBO Pecrry6muku bemapych 1 3a ee mpefenaMin.

OTIpefieNAeT AKKPEMMTALINIO KaK «IIOATBEPXKeHIe

IIpaBa XYPHA/IICTA CPEACTBA MACCOBOIT MHPOP- Ha npakTyike mpecc-ciys>k6bl TOCyapCTBeH-

MaIMI OCBEL[aTh MEPOIPUATILA, OpraHU3yeMble HBIX BEJJOMCTB HEPEIKO MCIIONb3YIOT MHCTUTYT
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aKKpemuTaIyn, 4T00bI He faTh MHpOPMALUN HeXe-
JIaTeNbHBIM XXYPHATUCTaM.

OcnoxHAeT CUTYaLUIo TO, YTO B 3akoHe 0 CMI He
TPOTCAHBI eIHbIE KPUTEPUH, COINACHO KOTOPBIM
IO/DKHO HPVHMUMATHCA pellleH e 00 aKKpeUTaLiL.
Kaxmoe BefoMCTBO caMO pellraet, aKKpeauToBaTh
XKYPHA/IUCTA UM OTKA3aTh.

ITa, 3aKOHOATENILCTBOM He JIOIyCKaeTCsi He0OOCHO-
BaHHbII OTKa3 B aKKPEAUTAINY KYPHANIICTA, HO TIPU-
IyMaTh HeKJe OCHOBAHIIS JIIsl TIPeCC-Cy)XObl — JETI0
TeXHUKI. VIHOTa OTTOBOPKY COBEPILIEHHO Helelble.
Hanpumep, HecKObKO /IeT Ha3aji KOPPECIOHAEHTY
BenalTAH orkasaim B akkpeuTaLyy Ha Cy060THIK
C yJacTueM IpeMbep-MUHICTPA, MOTHBIPOBAB TaK:
«Mano mecma, 6cex #ypHAMUCIMOE NYCHUMb He NOTLY-
uaemcs». CyOOOTHUK IPOXONITI. .. B JIECY.

Kax o6>xanoBaTp 0TKa3 B aKKpeUTALN, B 3aKOHe
o CMI He TOBOpPUTCS, IOSTOMY CYAbI OTKa3bIBa-
I0TCSI IPUHUMATB TIOfJ00HBIE )KaTOObI.

JKypHamicrka raserst «Hapoonas sonsa» MapuHa
Koxkrbim, xoTopoit B 2008 rony Ilanara npencrasu-
TeJlell OTKasaja B aKKpefuTanuy, foua 1o Komu-
teta OOH 1o mpaBam genosexa. KIIY npusna, uto
npaBa KoxTbli ObUIV HapyIeHbl, HO aKKpeANTAIINIO
B [Tanare npescraBuTeneil OHa TaK 1 He MOTyYNIa.

CBou n yyxwue

«B yenom YUHOBHUKY paccMampusaom akkpeou-
Mayuro Kax paspeuumentHoili MEXaHusm, — OTMe-
TUI B KoMMeHTapuu i bemalIAH npencenatens
Benopycckoit acconnanyy xxypHanucTos Auapeii
Bacrynen. — Bumecmo npunyuna enachocmu 6 oes-
MenbHOCHU 20CYOAPCMBEHHBIX OP2AHOB Y HAC 2TlABeH-
Cmeyem NPUHYUN pasperiumenvHOCHu».

ITo cnoam bacrynia, BAJK nocrosHHO monmyyaer
COOOLIIEHNS O TOM, KaK OTPaHIIMBAIOT ZOCTYII KYP-
HAJIMICTOB Ha HeKJie MePOIPUATHA WK B CTPYKTYPBI
B/IaCTI. 3a4aCTYI0 TO JIeaeTCsA aOCOMOTHO PON3-
BOJIbHO, IIOTOMY 4TO JaKe IOJIO>KEHNA 00 aKKpepy-
TalMM HET B HEKOTOPBIX BEIOMCTBAX U MCIIONKOMAX,
OJYEPKHYIT COOeCeHIK.

«Bracmu pasdensawom xypHanucmekoe coobu4ecneo
Ha 08e 2pynhbl — 20cydapcmeentvle U Hezocyoap-
cmeennvie CMIL. Tocyoapcmeentole meoua énacmu
paccmampusarnm 6 Kauecmee 00CLyHUBAIUe20
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nepconand. ¥ 00un u3s 4acmo 36yuauux om 4uHos-
HUK08 omeemos: “Mot yice 0anu uHgpopmayuo
maxomy-mo eocyoapcmeenromy CMI, cmompume
mam”, — ormeTun bactyHen. — A HezocydapcmeeH-
Hole MeOua mMozym 0amv KPUmu4eckyo nyonuxayuio,
umo He 6ce20a HPABUMCS YUHOBHUKAMD.

ITo ero coBaM, KOpHM IPOOIEMBI B TOM, YTO Y BJIa-
crett He cpOpMMpPOBaIach KyIbTypa OOIEeHUS CO
CMI, a mpaBoBas CUCTeMa He paboTaeT B 3aINUTY
KOHCTUTYIVIOHHBIX TT0I0XKeHMIi 1 3akoHa o CMIL.

BownHa npotusB «bencarta»

U ecnu s xxypHanmucTos 6enopycckux CMI
OTKa3 B aKKPeJNTAIMI Ha KaKOe-TO MEPOIIPU-

TH€ HE AB/IAETCA 3aIPETOM Ha XYPHAIUCTCKYIO Jies-
TEIbHOCTD B LIETIOM, TO J/IA T€X, KTO COTPYAHMYAET
c uHocrpanHbiMu CMU, oTcyTcTBIE aKKpenuTa-
LMY B KA9€CTBE COTPYAHMKA MHOCTPAHHOTO Meina
CO3J1aeT cepbe3HbIe IIPOOTIEMBI.

Hanb6oree sipkuit Ipumep — CUTYaLsA C XXypHaIU-
cramiu TefnekaHana «bemcar».

OH aBMA€TCA CTPYKTYPHBIM HOApasfenenyeM llomb-
ckoro TeneBupenns (TVP), 6su1 cospan B 2007 rogy
1o foropopy Mexay TVP 1 MV Ionbin xak Terne-
KaHaJl, KOTOPbIii BeljaeT Ha bemapych co cyTHuka.

Haunnas pabory, «bencar» mogan JOKyMeHTBI L
peructpaiyy KOpnyHKTa B 6enopycckuit MUT,

HO TTOJIY4I/I OTKA3 113-3a AKOOBI HeBEePHO 0op-
M/IeHHBIX OyMar. Bce mocmenyroniye OmbITKY
HOMYYUTb AKKPETUTALINIO OKa3a/IUCh Oe3ycIel-
HBIMJ — IIPMYMHOJ OTKa3a Ha3bIBAJICA TOT (aKT,
4TO COTPYHUKI Te/leKaHa/la paboTaloT B CTpaHe 6e3
akkpemuranyy. 3a 11 net ¢ Havanma padorsl «bern-
caTa» CUTYaLM TONbKO yXyAII/IACD.

CHauvasa 6e/1caToOBL}aM TOIBKO BBIHOCU/IN HIPEJy-
HpeXAeHNs 3a paboTy 6e3 aKKpeauTaIy — JIMIIb
TaKoe HakaszaHue npegycmarpusaeT Kogexc 06
aJIMVHMCTPATUBHBIX ITpaBoHapyeHnax (KoAll).

Ho c anpena 2016 roja BaacTy mpugymam, Kak
JKeCT4e HaKa3blBaTh CBOUX IPAXK[AH 3a COTPYI-
HM4ecTBO ¢ nHocTpaHHbIM CMM 6e3 akkpenuTa-
uym. Koxypramicram «bencata» Hauamy puMeHATh
vacTb 2 crarby 22.9 KoATIl (HesakoHHOE M3TOTOBJIE-
Hue npoaykiy CMI), mrpadpsl 10 KOTOpOIt Bapb-
upyiorca oT 20 10 50 6a30BBIX BENYMH.
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IOpunmaeckas crysx6a BAJK
HEOJTHOKPATHO MOJYEPKMBAIa,
4TO K (PU3NYECKUM IULAM,

TO €CTb JXyPHA/IMCTaM, CTa-
TbsA 22.9 IPUMEHATHCA HE
MOXXeT — TIOT ee JIeiCTBUe
MIOIIafIal0T TO/NBKO I0pyMde-
CKIe JINIA.

Bo Bropoit monosune

2016 roma Ha ¢poHe moTeITE-
HUA OTHOIIEHMI Mexpy bema-
pychbio 1 3amafioM KOHBeliep
wtpaoB IPUOCTAHOBIIN, @ HECKOJIBKO OeIopyc-
CKVX XYPHA/IICTOB, paboTatomyx Ha «bencar», faxe
TIONTYYW/IY BPEMEHHYIO AKKPEINUTALMIO KaK COTPYJI-
Hyky TVP.

Ho nocre npotectos despans — mapra 2017 roma
(KoTOpbIe aKTMBHO OCBeLIas TOT ke «bercaT») sxyp-
HA/IMCTOB, COTPYJHMNYAIONINX C MHOCTPAHHBIMU
CM 6e3 akkpeauTaLNIL, CHOBA CTa/IM HaKa3bIBaTh
urrpadamit. VI B OCHOBHOM MX TTOMYYAIOT MMEHHO
0€/1CaTOBLIBL.

ITo ganusiM BAJK, 061mas cymma Takux mrpa-

¢os B 2017 ropy cocraBma okono 50 ThCAY
pyOeit (0xomo 25 ThICAY OMIAPOB), @ 3a 9 MecsLeB
2018 ropa ysxe mpeBbiciIa 66 ThICAY pyodelt (0K0mo
33 ThICSY JIONIAPOB).

«/ 3Haw, umo usHauanvHo, koeda “bencam” monvko
300YMbIBANICA, Y PYKOBOOCMBA KAHANA ObIIU UALTIIO-
3Ull, MO OHU KAK PA3 NOYHA aKKPeOUMAau o

u 6yoym maxum e3eewenrioim CMM, npedcmasnsio-
wium 06e mouxu 3penus. Ho akkpedumauio He 0an,
N03MOMY COBEPUIEHHO eCIECIBEHHO, YIMO B1MOPAST
mouKa 3perus — 671acmeti — npedcmasena Hedo-
CMAMOUHO, U MO BbI3bl6aem y HUHOBHUKOE Pa3dpa-
JHeHue», — roBoput bacryHer.

OH noguepKMBaeT, 4To pelleHneM Ipob1eMbl

6bi/Ia ObI KaK pa3 aKKpeAUTAINA )XYPHAICTOB, HO
B/IACTY NIPUHIMIINAAIBHO HE XOTAT IPU3HABATb STOT
Te/leKaHa/L

«Bnacmu xomsm umems KoHmponb Ha0 mernesude-
Huem, — ckasan npencenarenb BAYK. — Tenesudenue
07151 HUX — 2NlABHbLIL KAHAT O0HeCeHUS UHPOpMayUU
00 ayoumopuu. VImenno c menesudenus benopycckue
671aCMU HAYATU BKII04eHUe 20cyoapcmeenHblx CMI
6 npesudenmckyio eepmuxans. V ynyckamo smom
KOHMPOnb OHU He XOMM.

Co3HaTesibHbIN 3a)XXUM

benopycckuit momuTn4ecKmit pexxuM CO3HaTeTbHO
OTpaHMUMBaeT ONpefie/ieHHbIe IPaBa, B TOM YKCTIe
paBo Ha cBoOoAy MHGOpManuy 1 cBo6OfY paboTsl
nna CMM, ormetun B komMeHnTapuu s benalIAH
pyxosopurens Llentpa eBponelickoit TpancdopMa-
1y, nonutonor Auzpeit Eropos.

«Pestcum paccmampusaem ce0600Hy10 pabomy medua
Kak HenocpeocmeenHy1o y2posy, — MOSICHsIET cobe-
CeNHVK. — VI mym cnoxHo 0xcudams, umo kakue-
mo 6yoym usmenenust. To se camoe moL Habno0aem
8 71100bix Opy2ux 0071aCMAX, 20e PeIUM PACCMAMPU-
aern NOIHOMY 2PANOAHCKUX c60000 KAk yepo3y 0ns
€80€20 CYULecmB08anUs — noaumueckue npasd,
600004 accoyuanuti, Mecmuoe camoynpasexue,
akademuueckue c60600vl U max daznee.

EropoB mopiyepKyBaet, 4T0 aKKpenTaIyiA MCIO/Mb-
3yeTcsi TOCOpraHaMu He Lt 9 eKTUBHOI pabOThI
C KYPHAIIMCTaM, @ YTOOBI OCTIOKHUTD sku3Hb CMIL.

«Taxum 06paszom ux crpemAmMcs AUMUmMy 00cmyna
K IKCKTH03UBHOU UHPOPMALUL, 02PAHUHUMD UX 603-
MONCHOCU O7IST MPAHCTIAUUY ONpedenieHHOtl UHgop-
Mayuy, — TOBOPUT OJIUTONIOL. — TouHOo 1o makoi
e 7102uKe 0en0PyCCKUM HUHOBHUKAM 3anpeuaom
dasamv npecce KOMMEHMAPUL 0e3 CONACOBAHU

¢ Hauanbcmeom. VM usmeneHuti mym, MHe Kaxemcs,
mosce He cmoum xdamv. Ecnu onu u 6yoym, mo
MONbKO KOCMemuuecKue: Mo2ym paspeuiums aKxpe-
oumauuto xypranucmos Hexomopoix CMIL, Ho npu
2MOM 3aKPbLIMb Kaxue-Hubyob nonynsIpHoie pezuo-
HabHble Caimbl».

Bractu Bcerpa OynyT 6a/aHCHpPOBATh B CBOUX pellle-
HIAX Y TIOAXOANUTD TaKNM 06pa3oM, 4TOOBI He IaTh
IPOCTPaHCTBA LA cBobonHoro passutus CMIA,
nozruepkHyn Eropos.
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Media vs Government

By Tanya Korovenkova,
BelaPAN

Authorities
Use Accreditation
to Restrict Access
to Information

The Belarusian government uses
regulations governing accreditation
to limit access to information and
silence critical journalists.

rticle 35 of the Media Law defines
accreditation as the “confirmation of a
journalist’s right... to cover events organized

by government agencies, political parties and other
associations, other legal entities, as well as other

st

events taking place in the territory of the Republic of ; @ i ,._,‘ ‘ ": »
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Officials often abuse accreditation to prevent critical

journalists from accessing information. Volia, of accreditation in 2008. Although the UN

Human Rights Committee found that decision
The Media Law does not specify the accreditation unlawful, Koktys has never had her accreditation
procedure. In fact, officials are free to grant or deny restored.

accreditation under various pretexts.

For instance, the prime minister’s press office denied Friends and Foes

accreditation to a BelaPAN reporter a few years ago,

citing a lack of space to accommodate all journalists. “Officials see accreditation as a type of permission,”
The reporter asked for accreditation to cover a forest says Andrej Bastuniec, chairman of the Belarusian
cleanup involving the prime minister. Association of Journalists (BAJ).
The law does not give journalists the right to appeal Officials routinely deny independent journalists
accreditation denials. accreditation to cover events organized by
government agencies. Sometimes they do so without
The House of Representatives of the Belarusian explanation because most agencies and local
National Assembly stripped Maryna Koktys, a authorities do not have internal rules governing
correspondent of the private newspaper Narodnaja accreditation, Bastuniec notes.
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“Officials discriminate against private media and view
state-run media as their service personnel,” Bastuniec
says. “Most often, officials refer private media reporters
to state media outlets for information.”

War against
Belsat TV

Authorities have declared war
on Belsat TV, a Warsaw-based
TV channel broadcasting

to Belarus in Belarusian

and critical of the country’s
government.

Police launched a large-scale
harassment operation against
Belsat TV during protests by
“social parasites” in the spring
of 2017, which were followed
by hundreds of thousands of
views on the channel’s website
and social media.

In 2017, authorities imposed
69 fines on journalists, mostly
those reporting for Belsat

TV, for their work for foreign
media organizations without
accreditation from the foreign
ministry. Journalists were
ordered to pay more than 100
fines ranging from $250 to
$630 in 2018.

Belsat TV journalists have
spent 126 days in jail since
the launch of the channel in
December 2007 and at least
11 journalists have been
beaten. One of them spent a
month in the hospital in 2010.

Aliaksandr Lukasenka had described the project as
“stupid and unfriendly” several months before the

channel went on the air.

Belarus denied a visa to Belsat TV Director
Agnieszka Romaszewska-Guzy in 2009 to prevent
her from attending an event marking the channel’s
second anniversary in Minsk. The foreign ministry
has rejected at least four applications from Belsat

TV for opening a bureau in Minsk and multiple
accreditation applications from its reporters.

Law enforcement agencies have raided Belsat TV
offices on eight occasions. Police seized computers,
cameras and data storage
devices in a raid in March

2017.

In September 2014, the

Supreme Court of Belarus
prohibited Telewizja Polska
S.A. (TVP) from using the
Belsat TV trademark. Belsat
TV has already lost more than
€20,000 worth of equipment in
the legal battle.

“Initially, when Belsat TV was
being conceived, its managers
hoped to obtain accreditation
and provide balanced
coverage, always presenting
at least two points of view.
But authorities denied them
accreditation, and therefore
authorities’ viewpoint is
underrepresented [in Belsat
TV reporting]. This is
something that makes officials
mad,” Bastuniec says.

“Authorities want to control
television,” he says. “This is
the key medium for conveying
information to the audience”

Deliberate
Restrictions

The Belarusian regime
deliberately restricts certain
rights, including the right to
media freedom, says Andrej Jahorat, of the European
Transformation Center.

“The regime views the free media as a direct threat)
he says. “We can see the same approach in other
areas, where the regime views civil liberties as a
threat to its existence, including political rights,
freedom of association, local self-government,
academic freedoms etc.”
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The name of this
section came into
existence by accident,
after the editorial staff
of the BAJ’s bulletin
received feedback
from our organization’s
members living in the
provinces.

In the summer 2018,
ahead of the 10"
general conference
of the Belarusian
Association of
Journalists, we
asked members of
our organization to
share their thoughts
about the future of the
BAJ and answer the
following questions:

How much is it helpful
for you to be a member
of our journalist
community?

What activities of our
organization over the
last three years do you
remember as helpful to
you?

In what areas should
the BAJ expand and
intensify its work?

2019

Media Family
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By Zmicer Lupag,
a freelance journalist, Hlybokaje

When You
Are Not Alone

Our journalist organization is like one big family for
me. My feeling of being part of this family has been
especially strong in the last three years because it is
in this period of my life and professional career that I
have experienced crazy persecution by authorities.

Thanks to support from the BAJ, I have managed

to withstand and overcome troubles. Naturally, I
received support from other civil society groups and
organizations, but the support from our journalist
community and its leadership was really important
for me.

You can arrive in any city in Belarus where other
members of our organization live and be sure that
you will get help. The BAJ is like a close family

circle, within which you can discuss your personal
problems and professional plans. I like our solidarity
very much. Believe me, if you stand trial several
times a month, support from friends and colleagues
is especially important, as this support fuels your
confidence, helps you take a right decision and makes
you think that you are not alone.

In this regard, I would like to note the good job of
our lawyers, especially the job of Pavel Lievinat,
with whom I have lately maintained close contact.
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I can call him at any time and I always
receive competent advice and hear
warm words of support from him.

What I also remember are our trips to
Ukraine. They were really interesting
and helpful because we may have to
make use of Ukrainian journalists’
experience of defending their rights.

It was also helpful for me to attend

a seminar on mediation. I use the
knowledge that I received at the
seminar almost every day. I believe
that such seminars should be held
more often because it is really
important to study the psychology of
human relations, as communication
is the essential skill for any journalist.
Training seminars are also helpful
because your colleagues share their
experience with you.

I think our organization should

pay more attention to establishing
horizontal ties among journalist
communities. There are rather close
ties between journalist communities
within one region, but there is almost
no contact between communities in
different regions.

I also consider it important for the BAJ
to continue efforts to raise journalists’
awareness of laws and their rights.

Our experience tells us that many of
us have insufficient legal knowledge.
This is not good in a situation where
you are under police pressure with no
friends and colleagues nearby. That is
why it is imperative to raise the level of
legal knowledge.

It would be correct if we invited
journalists of other countries to
take part in our seminars, especially
journalists living in neighboring
countries because their mentality is
close to ours in many respects.

I have been a member of the
Belarusian Association of Journalists
for almost two decades and never
regretted this. That is why I hope that
I will continue to perceive the BAJ

as one big family of like-minded and
supportive people.

YA \Y 11
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By Sviatlana Harda,
editor of the news website
media-polesye.by, Luniniec

Greetings from
the Palessie
Region!

I was maturing as a journalist along the BAJ. If it

had not been for this non-government organization,

I might not have had enough strength and courage

to remain part of the non-state media and found an
independent news website, which currently unites
young reporters. Now our website reports news to the
residents of Belarus’ Palessie region.

What helped me was the knowledge and skills that
the BAJ gave to me, which I had not been given by the
Journalism department of Belarusian State University.
I also received assistance from colleagues. I could
consult them at any time and tell them what I was
concerned about.

I have always thought that passivity leads to death.
People should not stand still. They should be active
and try to expand their knowledge. And the BAJ gives
its members a lot of opportunities for this.

I have been chairperson of the Luniniec branch of the

BA]J for many years. The Luniniec branch has lately
been known for its kayak press tours on the Palessie

ABAXYP




1

regions rivers, BAJ strawberry press
tours, and roundtables for journalists
and writers.

It is notable that the organizations
provincial branches have started

to frequently invite each other to
participate in various events and have
improved the quality of events they
organize.

As an editor, I often have to ask the BAJ
for legal assistance and I always receive

such assistance. I can say that the BAJ’s

lawyers have twice saved our site.

Legal advice and training seminars
make us feel confident and well-
informed of our rights. This is
important today because we have to
defend our rights.

In the provinces, there is currently

an acute shortage of skilled system
administrators. I think the time has
come for the BAJ to establish a special
center so that IT professionals provide
advice as to how to run websites

and come to help if necessary, like
BAJ lawyers do. Unfortunately, we
sometimes have a strong need for such
assistance, especially when sites are
subjected to DDoS attacks.

I would also like to mention the need
to promptly provide training to young
journalists living in the provinces. It
would be good to arrange for them
to attend a summer school in the
countryside, which would last for
three days or so and feature lectures
by skilled trainers, practical lessons
and contests, because we feel that it is
now necessary to write in a new style,
improve the visual content of news
websites and teach journalists many
new skills.

May all our plans come true!

(125) 20109
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By Volha Sumanskaja,
a freelance journalist, Baranavicy

Thanks to BAJ,
| Returned to
the Profession

I have been a member of the BAJ for five years now.
I joined the organization with a view to getting a
feeling of being part of a pro-democracy journalist
community. During training seminars and courses,
I met other journalists and learned a lot of amazing
things from them.

Thanks to our organization, I returned to the
profession, although there was a moment in my life
when I decided to quit journalism. But at the end of
2016, I was invited to attend a leadership course that
the BAJ offered for provincial activists. T accepted the
invitation and the course caused me to feel a desire to
be a journalist, as I saw course mates’ enthusiasm grow
with each session.

It was thanks to the course that I decided to try my
hand at being a leader. I understood that I was able
to do much more than I did before. The training
course gave me the necessary skills for feeling self-
confident, accomplishing difficult tasks and working
with different people.

Formerly, I used to help organizers of events and
frequently viewed the process from the outside, but

I felt shy to organize an event, even a local one, by
myself. The leadership course made me step out of my
circle of comfort and do something for the reputation
of our organization.
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That is why the leadership

course is the most remembered
event for me as a BA] member.
New knowledge, new skills,

new contacts and active
communication are what supports
and encourages me.

I believe the BAJ should hold
more training seminars for people
who have just started to work as
journalists because the current
crisis in the media industry leads
to a rapid turnover of journalist

staff.

It is also necessary to continue
efforts to ensure that freelance
journalists have equal status with
staff journalists.

\V/

Apart from this, it is sure that the
BAJ should continue to provide
legal support to pro-democracy
journalists who are subject to
permanent persecution in our
country.

ViR

Pressure and Support

An important event for us happened not long ago.
Four people working for our independent newspaper
became members of the BAJ. As for me, a journalist
with 17 years’ experience, I have long been a member
of the Association.

It is a frequent occurrence that you start looking

for help only when trouble has already hit you, and
regret that you did not do enough to be on the safe
side. Now that Belarusian journalists have their own
professional organization, they are able to ask it for
assistance and they always receive it.

Unfortunately, we have to ask for assistance quite
often. In the last 20 years, authorities have used
many various forms and methods to persecute

By Piotr Huzajeuiski, the publisher
and editor in chief of the newspaper
Hancaviéski Cas

You Move
Ahead More
Confidently
If You Have
Support

non-state journalists and media outlets and put
pressure on them. Persecution is especially strong
against the journalists who report on issues sensitive
to authorities and criticize the government for its
performance. There are a lot of bureaucrats of various
sorts who seek to create problems for journalists to
achieve their career goals. That is why if you have
reliable support, you move ahead more confidently.

Membership in the Belarusian Association o
Journalists gives you a feeling that there is someone
who supports you in your professional activities. More
precisely, these are the hundreds of BA] members. They
lend a helping hand to you when you have problems
and do not let you feel alone and lose heart. Whatever
one may say about liberalization and equal conditions
for the state and non-state media, there have been, and
still are, no equal conditions. If readers give preference
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to non-state newspapers, if local authorities do not
succeed in forcing people to subscribe to government-
controlled newspapers, bureaucrats get furious and
start finding faults with private publications. The
readership of Hancavicski Cas is larger than that of the
district government’s newspaper. This fact prevents
the local ideology officials from having a good

sleep. That is why they send complaints and ask the
prosecutor’s office or the information ministry to take
measures against the censorship-free publication.

That is why it is very important for us to receive legal
assistance from the BAJ’s lawyers, as well as to feel
the solidarity of our colleagues.

Most Memorable Things

In recent years, the BAJ has held a lot of training
courses and seminars. Journalists of the newspaper

Hancavicski Cas are always happy to gain new
knowledge.

Thanks to the BAJ, I attended a series of lectures
on media startups, which gave me an impetus to do
what I had planned to do. Our newspaper will soon
go online. We will have a news website, 1reg.by.

It is clear that it is not easy to run training
programs, but this is what should be done because
the knowledge and skills that my colleagues and I
acquired and used in practice have borne fruit. As
for our media company, Media Hancavicy, we have
a rise in the online audience and an increase in the
print run for the newspaper.

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the
BA]J for the well-organized training process, the
competent trainers, the comprehensive approach
and the understanding of provincial media outlets’
interests and needs.

What to Do

As a provincial media worker, I would like the BAJ to
continue to focus on what it does now. In particular,
the Association should continue to provide
assistance to journalists in their workplace in various
fields such as news reporting, design, management
and digital safety. Local media outlets often do not
have IT experts to create a quality website and run it.
The BAJ can really be of help in this regard.

May the BAJ and all of us continue to work and
feel our usefulness and be successful in defending
freedom of expression!

(125) 20109
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By Siarhej Stankievic,
editor in chief of the newspaper
Infa-Kurjer, Slutsk

I have been a member of the BAJ for five years
now. I joined the organization with a view

to getting a feeling of being part of a pro-
democracy journalist community. During
training seminars and courses, I met other
journalists and learned a lot of amazing things
from them.

Thanks to our organization, I returned to the
profession, although there was a moment in my
life when I decided to quit journalism. But at the
end of 2016, I was invited to attend a leadership
course that the BAJ offered for provincial activists.
I accepted the invitation and the course caused me
to feel a desire to be a journalist, as I saw course
mates’ enthusiasm grow with each session.

It was thanks to the course that I decided to try
my hand at being a leader. I understood that I
was able to do much more than I did before. The
training course gave me the necessary skills for
feeling self-confident, accomplishing difficult
tasks and working with different people.

Formerly, I used to help organizers of events

and frequently viewed the process from the
outside, but I felt shy to organize an event, even

a local one, by myself. The leadership course
made me step out of my circle of comfort and do
something for the reputation of our organization.
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regard cannot be overvalued. For instance, three
years ago the BAJ, together with its Swedish partner
Fojo, recommended a number of provincial media
outlets to go online. Our participation in this project
determined our decision to make changes to the work
of the editorial staff. Actually, I can say that the BAT’s
activities in the provinces deserve the highest praise.
The organization runs educational programs, holds
training seminars for journalists, teach how to ensure
computer safety and provide legal advice. For me

as the publisher of a local newspaper, there is every
reason to be grateful to the BAJ. The Association has
always paid attention to its branches in the provinces,
involving them in its campaigns and events, such as

By Uladzimir Janukievi¢, publisher a relay of good deeds, festivals and other activities
and editor in chief of Intex Press, to avoid profession exhaustion, seminars on conflict
Baranavicy resolution, discussions between journalists of

different regions about the role and functions of
journalism and news reporting.

’m Al

I m Ways As for my opinion about what should be done, I
believe we should think about arranging permanent

C 0 n c e r n e d training for journalists working for r%legig outlets in
the provinces. The rapid spread of digital technologies

a b O u t Wh e re requires journalists to build up their knowledge,
but it is difficult to do so considering the current

t 0 M Ove a n d circumstances because media outlets in the provinces
have limited staff numbers and simply cannot allow

Wh D themselves to let one or two workers leave for a few

at to O days to attend a training seminar. That is why I think

the BAJ should try to arrange for training to take

place in the workplace of journalists.
We united into an organization in order to learn to

solve our problems on our own. This thought came Apart from this, I believe it is important to defend

to me when I attempted to define the role and place media freedom and advance the economic interests of
of the BAJ in my life. As for my personal feelings non-state media outlets. This should be a priority for
from being a member of the BAJ, I can say that I have the BAJ and our journalist community.

experienced moments of happiness caused by an
incredible sense of freedom of expression, opinion
and action that reign in the BA] community.

It is our affiliation with the BAJ family that currently
helps us work under the conditions of the lack of
fair competition in the Belarusian media sector,
restrictions on access to information and the local
authorities” policy of isolation and discrimination
against non-state media outlets.

As a publisher and a chief editor, I always think where
to move and what to do. The role of the BAJ in this
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Topicalities

More than 400 people have completed

training courses run by the BAJ in the -
last three years. The Association’s two-

month modular courses help journalists R
acquire skills in various fields, from
photojournalism and video news
production to social media management
and data journalism.

Juras _
Karmanau:

Our Courses
Have to Keep Pace
with Rapidly
Developing Media
Technologies

uras Karmanati, a member of the BAJ Board, A: Journalism evolves very rapidly. Even the

tells Abajur’s Kanstancin Skuratovi¢ about essence of our profession undergoes change.
the organization’s training activities.
The last decade has seen the emergence of
Q: The BAJ’s training courses have been in existence new branches of knowledge that modern
for more than six years. What prompted the journalists have to learn. In particular, they
Association to organize them? have to know how to work with social
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The BAJ expects
its training program
to help people
become universal
journalists who

are mobile and
competitive and
possess basic
skills.

networks, how to deal
with large volumes of data,
and how to do live video
streaming.

Training should help
journalists adapt themselves
to rapid changes in their
work. It is new knowledge
and skills that can make
people feel confident of their
employability as journalists.

The BAJ expects its training
program to help people
become universal journalists
who are mobile and

competitive and possess basic skills.

Our courses were originally designed as a
platform for experienced journalists to share
their knowledge with beginners. Luckily, there
are many legendary names in the Belarusian
journalism community who can teach their
professional skills to young journalists. The
BAJ also hopes that apart from acquiring
technical knowledge, trainees will learn the
fundamental values of our organization. We
expect people who complete our courses to
share our values, which include freedom of
expression and media freedom.

Q: What courses do you offer and how are they

structured?

A: Our training program consists of two-month
modular courses. During these two months,
students are taught the latest techniques and
practices in specific fields of journalism. As a
rule, students take several courses at once. For
instance, they are offered three simultaneous
courses: data journalism, investigative
journalism and “News Reporting in a New
Way” Our courses are structured in such a way
that enables students to combine acquiring
skills in new technical fields with getting
knowledge of traditional journalism subjects.

All courses run by the BAJ have a practical
emphasis. This means that we tell trainees at
the very beginning that we expect them to
produce a specific product at the end of the
training period, which can be an investigative

journalism story, a series of photographs, a
video stream or an analytical article.

We conduct eight or nine training programs
a year. The best Belarusian journalists are
involved as trainers. We also invite foreign
experts who can tell trainees about their
countries journalism practices and ethics.

Q: What can you say about new courses?

A: Our new courses include “Trauma in
Journalism.” This course will offer advice on
self-care and special tips for journalists who
witness, report, produce, edit or record stories
that can cause emotional or psychological
harm.

In addition, we plan to launch a course on
storytelling. The term “storytelling” refers to
techniques used to tell a story. But this can be
not only a textual story, but also a photo or
video story.

We are also going to update our courses on
photojournalism, news reporting and social
media management.

We have started to use open lectures, which
have turned out to be very popular among
journalists. Such lectures can feature not
only prominent journalists, but also popular
bloggers and public figures.

Q: How accessible are the BA]’s courses for the
organization’s members?

A: As a rule, we send out information

to members of our organization, post
announcements on the BAJ’s website and social
media platforms. Those seeking to undergo

a course have to fill out a questionnaire and
explain why they want to take the course. We
consider the applications and naturally give
preference to members of our organization.

We try to enroll no more than 14 trainees

for a course. This is the optimal number that
enables the trainer to monitor the efficiency
of practical training sessions. But sometimes
we receive more than 60 applications and
have to increase the enrollment to 20 to 25
trainees. This was the case with our course on
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photojournalism and “News
Reporting in a New Way””

It is also important for us
that the BAJ should continue
to be a communication
platform for not only

Minsk journalists but also
for journalists living in the
provinces, for whom our
training courses are almost
the only opportunity to meet
each other.

Provincial journalists make
up one-third to half of the
trainees. The provinces’ wide representation is
important because journalists working there
have limited opportunities to learn new media
trends and practices.

I should note that more than 400 people have
completed our organization’s training courses.
That is why it is safe to say that the BAJ has
really become a training platform for journalists.

Q: What difficulties has the BA] encountered while
running training courses?

A: One of the major problems is the rapid ageing
of knowledge. Social media and technologies
develop so fast that journalism knowledge
becomes outdated too quickly. Therefore, we
have to ensure that our courses keep pace with
the rapidly developing media technologies.

I have to note that traditional journalism
courses — on interviewing, news reporting
and investigative journalism skills — are
getting less popular. The most popular courses
are those giving technical skills, which teach
how to make news photographs and video
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news reports or how to use social media
management tools and techniques.

Q: What is the target group of
the BAJ’s training programs?

A: Our target group
primarily includes
journalism practitioners in
Minsk and the provinces
who feel the need to
improve their professional
skills.

In addition, we offer
training to university
students majoring in
journalism. We often hear
people say that knowledge
and skills acquired during
the BATJ’s training courses
fill up gaps in their
university education.

In the last three years,

Provincial
journalists make up
one-third to half of
the trainees. The
provinces’ wide
representation is
important because
journalists working
there have limited
opportunities

to learn new

media trends and
practices.

we have had a new target group: non-
governmental organizations’ spokespersons
and activists. Specially for them, we have
launched a course on public relations strategy.

Our courses are free of charge. At the start

of each course, we announce that we would
like its graduates to become members of our
organization. If courses run by the BAJ help
journalists enhance their professional skills and
make them feel among friends, they will join

our organization sooner or later.
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Challenging

t is rather difficult for untrained people to travel

20 kilometers by kayak. But there has been no

instance where someone among our journalists has
failed to go the distance. Such trips unite and strengthen
us. Kayaking on rivers and creeks in Belarus’ Palessie
region has always been part of press tours that are
regularly organized by the Luniniec branch of the BAJ.

Journalists familiarize themselves with the everyday
life of people residing in district capitals and villages
far away from the capital city. They interview people,
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Press Tours

take pictures and film videos. In addition, journalists
participating in such trips are always interested to
learn more about environmental problems and other
issues that are of concern to local people. Afterwards,
journalists publish stories to tell their readers what
they saw and learned during the trip.

Journalists say that press tours are an opportunity for
them to test themselves in an extreme environment,
but it is also important that press tours are an
opportunity to see real life in remote areas.

Photo by Aliaksandr Zyankoii
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Yamy npac-cnyxobl
«3aKpbiBaAlOLLb»
YbIHOYHIKAY

aa XypHanicray

Mapusepasiupb ui abBeprHyub ingapmaubilo, aTpbiMaLb KaMIHTap

y 6enapyckix ublHOYHiKay XypHanicTam cTaHoBiLya ycé
cknapiaHei. Yamy npac-cny6bl MiHiCTIpCTBaY | ycTaHOY 3aMecT

Ina CtyasiHcKas,
«Papplé CBabopa»

AanaMori YacusaKom YCKnagHsioLb )l(ypHanicraM npawy i UblHALD

iM nepawkoapi?

Ha HiBOA3IH 3 NnicbMOBbIX
3anbiTay «CBa6éogbi»
npac-cny>x6a MYC

He agKa3ana

HanpbikaHipl TicTanaja sHA 3 macabl Ip3c-
cakpaTapa MiHicTapcTBa yHYTpaHbIX crpay [eop-
rig fAj4apa, ki npabbIy KipayHikoM Ipac-cmyxObl
MEHII 32 9 MecAIay. 3a raThl Yac JIiYaHbIM JKypHai-
craM Hesanexubix CMI jranoca paranedanasara
fla Ma/imaIKOYHiKa i TONbKi II9ac/Iiy4blKaM — aTPbl-
Malb KaMIHTap.

Kapacnangsnram «Caboppl» ABOIUBI FHAMOCA
maranedanasana fa Jjdapa, ane ¥ afkas 6b10:
«[Timbrme adinpriiae aneT». Ha HiBoA3iH 3 micbMo-
BbIX aQilbITHbIX 3ambiTay «CBabONBI» IIPIC-CITyKOA
MYC He afxasana.

«3 SIj4apoM Hi § Kora 3 XypHaicTay cynpa-
LIOYHIITBa He arpbIMyiBaacs. [laranedanasara
Amy HemarybiMa. [Tanapapnik leopria Ajvapa Kan-
craniid lanpkeBiv X0Ib YamaBek 3'eIiBbl, ane
aJiKa3Bay, i XoIb HellKi KAMIHTAp yJaBanacs aTpbl-
Mallb», — Kaxka XypHaicT «Eypapanbié» 3miep
Jlykanryx.

3amecT
anapartblyHara agkasy —
«Miwbiue adiubINHbI 3anbIT»

Ba yce gachl >xypHaJIiCThI CrrabopHivati, XTO HepIIbl
Hepajiaclib HaBiHY, JaK/Ia{HYIO, [IpaBepaHylo iHap-
Manpiio. I 3naBanacs 6, IITO aJMBICIOBbIS IP3CABbIs
cny>1<6b1, AKif écup LAnep y 6ompIIacti MiHicTapcT-
Bay, BeJJAMCTBAY, YCTAHOY, IIPAJIIPbIEMCTBAY, Ha TOE
i cTBapamics, kab FamaMardbl KypHamicTaM KaHTaK-
TaBaLb 3 afMbICIOYIJaMi.

II5yHbLA IIpac-CIy>KObI IpaLyoLb HapMalbHa,
aJIKa3Baollb afIpasy, JAl0lb KaMaHTap ab0 MPOCAIb
HeKa/IbKi XBi/IiH, Kab yjaknagHilb y CIENbLAICTa,

i cami meparaneganoyBatonb. ATHaK dacel 3a ycé
JKYPHAIICTBI 4yHoLb V afika3: «[limblie adilbiiHbl
3aIIbIT».

«besymoyHa, 15 )XypHaicTa, AKi IaBiHeH falb
ingapmanblio anepaTblyHa, a He npas 15 1i 30 cyTak,
TaKi MaJbIX0/] HEIIPbIMa/IbHbL. AJle /I Ipac-
CTTy>XO0Bl, SIKasl He HACTpOeHas CYIpaljoyHiYalb

3 KypHaicTami, raTa fo6past majcraBa HaoTyI

He JlaBalb iHdapMallplio, 60 KaMy siHa Oyzi3e maTpao-
Has IIpas3 JiBa ThIAHI?» — Kaka 3minep Jlykamyk.
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Mpadacap nasiHeH
aTpbiMmaub Aas3BoJl an
y4YOpallHAra BbinyckKHika

Xypdaky

HarypabHa, 4acIisIKOM Xy pHA/IICTBL, aOMiHAI0YbI
pac-cmy>x0y, 3BA3BAIOLIA HAYIIPOCT 3 a;MBIC/IOY-
IaMi, YbIHOYHiKaMi, HaByKOYLjaMi, 60 Malolb aca-
0icTbLA CyBA3i, KAHTAKTBL. AJle HOTBIM Y iXHiX
CypasMoyiay ObIBaroL[b HEIPbleMHACLH.

acobay Ha 3BapOTHI XXypHAIICTaY 3sAp>KayHbLA
OpraHbl MyCAIb pIaraBalb LAraM 15 13én.

«Y BbINMajiKaX, KajIi IIbITAaHHE CKJIa-
IaHae, HeabXoHAsI TAPBIX-
TOYKa, YaK/IaHeHbHE

¥ IHIUBIX IHCTAHIIBIAX, T9THI
TIPMIH MOXKa OBILb ITAJ0Y-
>KaHbl fga 1 Mecsia. Ane
adinplitHas acoba Mycib
IaBeflaMilb 3aAYHIKY, IITO

Tax 6bU10 ¥ BBIITAZIKY 3 BAOMBIM Ipadecapam- Ar0 3BapOT Iiepac/IaHbl, f1a | Eﬁggf’l?lgu
HapKoJIaram, Kaji Toil jay KaMeHTap KapaclaH- IIPBIK/IALY, Y iHIIYIO YCTaHOBY. ’ dora

ApHak MOXXKHa abCKap/pKBarb Baj.by
y CyZi3e aIMOBY ¥ afikase, i )Xyp-

HAJTICT MOXKa CTaBil[b NbITAHHE a0 MPBILATHEHHI fja
apMiHicTpalbliiHall afjka3HacIi CTyK00Ball aco0bl,

AKasg CBOEYacoBa He Jaja afikasy», — Kaxka cTap-

A BAJK Anppait bacryner.

IaHTY «CBaOOybl», Ha3Bay PIaIbHbLA TiUObI IIa
npabieme ajnkaranismy. [Ipadecap ObIy BHIK/TiKaHbI
«Ha IbIBaH» JlJa HAMECbHiKa MiHICTpa aXOBHI 3/1a-
poys. I arpeimMay, ma-nepiiae, 3a Toe, LITO «pacca-
KPaILiy» P3albHYIO CTATBICTHIKY,
Ia-Jpyroe, 3a TOoe, ITO TaBapbly
3 XypHajicTaM 0e3 Ja3Boyy
Ipac-caKparapa. Hasat Kayi 4bIHOYHIKi ITpa3 mpac-cyxOsl i faronb
HiCbMOBBI aiKa3, TYT TaKcaMa Y3HiKalolb IpabyIeMsl,
Ka’ka HaMecCHilla raJloyHara paJjakrapa ra3eTbl
«Hapopnas Bonsa» Mapbia DificMaHT, sikad HAfjayHa

«Kasi T8I § abbIxox mpac-
CITY>KOBI BBIXO/3ILI Ha

3MILEP . - . .

JIVKALIYK CIeNbIANICTa MiHiCT3D- pabina xypHariciikae pacciefjaBaHHe, 3BsA3aHae
®ora 3 Ay CTBa Li YCTaHOBDI, HAT/IE- 3 ubITyHKalL. [IphrubIM CynpamnoyHiki mpsc-cmyx-
acabictara. 8 6ay Mi ib i i cami

4 T JI3449BI Ha TO€, IITO €H aj MinrapsbikaHkaMy i Berapyckaii 4bIryHKi cami
apxisy

aIMBICTTOBEII, 3aliMae afika3-
HYIO0 ITacafy, éH Kaxka, To Tpaba

IMKHYTiCS AK HAJIXyTY911 Jalib KAMSHTAPBL

aTpbIMAallb 1a3BOJ Y Ipac-cayxbe Ha
TOe, Kab 3 BaMi pa3Mayiiib, — pacmassgae 3Minep
Jlykamyk 3 “Eypapazpié”. — I'aTa BbIILAIae CMeIIHA,
60, [a IpbIKIaAY, npadacap, CBsLia y cBaéit
capbl, aBiHeH aTpbIMallb AA3BOJI af] YYOPALIHATa
BBIITYCKHIKa Xypdaxy».

«Y msAHe ObI BbINAJIAK, KaJli IPafiCTayHIK A3ApKay-
Hall yCTaHOBbI HapMa/bHa, TO/JHA aIKa3Bay Ha Mae
nbiTaHbHi. [TasHeit A sBApHYYCA 3HOY Jia Ar0, a €H
Kaka: ,,Befiaelie, macis MiHysail Hallaii pasMOBbI

¥ MsiHe OBbUII HelIpbleMHACII, TACTaBi/i ,,Ha Bif ',
3arafiai panasalb 3 XypHaIicTaMi TO/NbKi ITpa3
npac-cnyx6y“», — kaxa 3Mirep JIykaiyx.

MaBopne 3aKoHy

TOPMiH agKa3y Ha 3anbIT
XypHanicta —

an 15 npa 30 A3€éH

«ATte sIKif 19Ta ObUT KAMIHTApBI — acoOHas pas-
MoBa. Hanpreiknaf, 3 ubiHOyHiKami Benapyckait
YBITYHKI 5 Xalle/a YOaublIlIla caM-HacaM, Iapas-
MayiaLb — SHbI He Iarafsinics i gacmani mcbMOoBhI
KaMeHTap. YJaK/IaJHilb MTOCIH, BBICBET/IIID —

a MBITAHBHAY y MsHe OBIIO IMAT — He aTpbIMasacs.
Arte ycé poyHa npac-ciyx6a maBopsina csi6e BenpMi
IIPBICTONHAY», — Kaka MappLa JJiCMaHT.

Cambif 3aKpbITbIA —
MiH3gapoys, MiHiHapm,
cinaBbia BeaamMmCTBbl

benapyckas acanpiAnbia xKyp-
HaJIicTay TPOJYbI allbITBA/IA
KaJeray i ppIXTaBaja paii-
TBIHT IIPIC-CIyKbay —

y 2013, 20151 2018 rapax.

HamecpHik crapmmbiai BAXK

Crapuibiaa benapyckait acanplALbli sKypHati- bapeic [apauki kaxa, mTo " BAPbIC
cray AHzpait bacTyHel HarafBae, IITO 3rofiHA ambITBAI 1 )KypHaMicTay A34p- FAaI;’ng.alKl
3 3aKoHaM ab 3BapoTax rpaMasi3siH i OPBIIbIYHBIX xayuprx CMI — 6bl1a BbIcOKast TayLsHb!

Tka4oBari
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Ppalpa3eHTaThIyHACHD. | HaBaT mpajcTayHiki
I3Ap>KayHBIX MOIBIAY CKapp3imics, AK IsKKa
iim arpeimManp indapmalpiio, HABaT IPOCTA
marBepy3inp 11i abBepruyb Heliki BakT.

«AIMOYHBIMI /Tifiapami 3acTaola ciaBbl
0710K, aII9paThIyHA-aHA/IITBIYHBI LIBHTP TIPbI
IpasifaHIe, MiHICTIpCTBA iHpapMalbli,
MiHiCT3pCTBa aXOBbI 371apoys. I'aThlA BefgaM-
CTBBI TPa/ibIIIbIIIHA BBIK/IIKAOLb HapaKaHHi
¥ )KypHamicTay, IpbIYbIM He TONIbKi He3Ap-
KayHbIX BbIAAHHAY. Y MiHicTApcTBe iH]ap-
Mallbli Haarysa npac-cIyXObl K TaKoil HAMA,
I'3Ta, AK Hi TapajjakcaibHa, aJiHO 3 CAMBIX
3aKPBITBIX BelaMCTBay», — Kaxka bappic
Tapsnki.

MiHicrapcrsa axoBbl 35apoys dirypye sk
caMae 3aKpbITae Ba YCiX TPOX PINTHIHIAX
BAJK, HAITIe3A4bl Ha 3MEHBI IIP3C-CaKpaTapoy
i MiHicTpa. 3aMecT mpac-KaH(IPIHILIBIN MiH-
3/japoyst mavaso npaBop3ilb OpbihiHri, sAKis He
IpajiyIIeipKBaoLb IbITAHHAY-aKasay.

«AcabriBa 3aKpBITICS YBIHOYHIKI MiH3FapOys,
KaJti OBIY CKaH/aI 3 TIPBIYBIHBI He3aparicTpa-
BaHbBIX IIPBIIIYSIIAK 1 BBIIIIA pacCiejlaBaHHe
Cspres Canyka ¥ ,,Exennennke®. Takoe ypa-
JKaHbHe, IITO YC€ MiHICTOPCTBA IMAKPhIYA3inacsa
Ha ycix XypHaricray. He ypaenua napmanbna
KaHTaKTaBallb 3 MiHa/lyKallbli, 13 PXKKaH-
tporneM. [Ipabremarsrata — 3 mpac-cysxbai
KJb. CéHua TaM aiKa3Baollb, IITO HiY0ra He
BEJJAI0IIb, a 3aYTPa aKa3Baella, INTO He TONbKi
BeJjali, ajie MeJli HelacpafiHae JayblHEHHe», —
Kaxxa 3minep Jlykamyx.

CraHOy4blA aJ3HAKI § allbITaHbIX XypHaIi-
CTay aTpbIMasli MiHICTSPCTBA Ha3BbIYalIHbIX
CBITyaLblll, A3SAPKAYHBI TAMEXXHDBI KaMiT3T,
MIHICT9PCTBA CIIOPTY 1 TYPhISMY, MiHICTIPCTBA
Ia majjarkax i 36opax.

Ha nymky HamecbHika crapubiai BAJK
bappica apankara, nsanep y assip>kaBe CTBO-
paHa )XOPCTKas iff9anmariqHas BOPTHIKAIb.

«]I3Ap>KaBa 3aKpbIBaelllla aji )XypHaIicTay.
ara kercka. [ Hebscneuna. bo xani Hama
IaK/TIafHalt, IpaBepaHait iHpapMarbli, mavsl-
Harona ¢asiki, ZoMbIc/bl. [HpapmanblitHas
0sicriexa KpaiHbl ITa4bIHAE KY/Ibrallb», — Iepa-
KaHaHbl bapeic Tapanki.

By Ina Studzinskaja,
of the Belarusian Service
of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty

Press Offices
Hide Officials
from
Journalists

It is becoming increasingly difficult for journalists
to verify reports and obtain information from
Belarusian bureaucrats. The press offices

of ministries and other government agencies
often makes journalists’ job more difficult and
put obstacles to them instead of helping them.

No Reply from Interior
Ministry to RFE/RL
Belarusian Service’s
Written Inquiries

In late November, Heorhij Jaucar quit his position as
spokesperson for the Belarusian interior ministry.

He had served as spokesperson for less than nine
months. Only few journalists of non-state media
outlets had managed to reach the lieutenant colonel
by phone over that period and only the luckiest ones
had succeeded in obtaining comment from him.

REE/RL correspondents had twice managed to reach
Jaucar by phone, but only to hear, “Send an official
inquiry”

The press office of the interior ministry had not
replied to any of the RFE/RL inquiries.

Instead of Prompt Answer,
Journalists Get Proposal
to Send Inquiry

Journalists always try to be the quickest to report
news and make their news reports accurate.

ABAXYP
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Belarusian reporters thought
that press offices, which
currently exist at most
ministries, organizations,
agencies and companies,

“In one instance, I had an interesting conversation
with a worker of a public institution, who answered
my questions in good faith, but when I contacted him
later, he told me, ‘After our previous conversation, I got
a reprimand and ordered to do my work and contact

ZMICER

LUKASUK 3 were established for the reporters only through the press office;” Lukasuk says.
Photo from N purpose of helping them
personal SR receive and verify information.
collection Regulations Give
Some press offices meet journalists’ Government Agencies
expectations. They provide immediate 15 to 30 Days to Reply to
replies and comments or ask for a few minutes to Journalists’ Inquiries
consult an expert and then call the journalist back.
Andrej Bastuniec, chairman of the Belarusian
But much more frequently, journalists hear, “Send an Association of Journalists, notes that
official inquiry.” regulations currently in force
require government agencies to
Since journalists have to report news promptly and reply to journalists’ inquiries
before their competitors, not in 15 or 30 days, it within a period of 15 days.
often does not make sense to send an inquiry. But
spokespersons who do not want to answer reporters’ “If a question is found
questions and give them information would only complex and requires much
be glad if journalists chose not to send written time to be answered, this J
questions, says Zmicer Lukasuk of European Radio period may increase to 30 Bﬁgﬁfl\ﬁ‘éc
for Belarus. days, but a representative of the Photo from
agency shall notify the journalist baj.by
of that,” Bastuniec says.
Prominent Experts
Have to Obtain Permit Even when officials reply in writing to inquiries
from Fresh Graduates through their press offices, there may be problems,
of Journalism Department says Maryja Ejsmant, deputy editor in chief of the
newspaper Narodnaja Volja, who has recently written
Naturally, journalists frequently attempt to obtain an investigative story about Belarusian Railroads.
information from experts or officials, bypassing press Interestingly, the press offices of both the national rail
offices if they have personal connections, but such operator and the Minsk City Executive Committee
experts and officials then get into trouble. sought to give their comments as soon as possible.
For instance, this was the case with a well-known “However, their comments couldn’t be called
narcologist who gave an interview to an RFE/RL sufficient,” Ejsmant says. “I wanted to meet with
reporter and provided real figures with regard to the Belarusian Railroads executives to talk with them
problem of alcohol abuse. The expert got an earful in person, but they didn’t agree and sent a written
from a deputy health minister. In particular, he was comment to me. I still had a lot of questions, but I
scolded for disclosing allegedly classified information couldn’t get answers.”
and talking to the reporter without permission from
the spokesperson.
Health Ministry Is the
“If you reach officials at ministries or institutions, Most Closed Government
bypassing press offices, they say that they have to Agencies in Belarus
obtain permission from the press office for talking
to you,” says Zmicer Lukasuk. “This is ridiculous The Belarusian Association of Journalists (BAJ)
because sometimes big names in their field have has three times polled reporters — in 2013, 2015
to obtain permission from fresh graduates of the and 2018 — to find out the press offices of which
journalism department.” government agencies are the most closed.
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After stories by
TUT.BY, NAVINY.BY

New
Even journalists employed by |
state media outlets complain
that they often have difficulty

obtaining information,
confirming or verifying reports.

“The unenviable leading
positions in this regard are
held the interior ministry, the

KGB, the defense ministry, the Under regulations that
presidential Operations and were enacted in Belarus
Analysis Center, the information I
ministry and the health on December 1, only Ui
ministry;” says BAJ Deputy that have undergone
Chairperson Barys Harecld. an identification procedure

may post comments orother = ‘
messages on websites and

online forums.
BARYS
HARECKI
Photo by:
Taciana uch a procedure is discussion, our association
Tkacova S provided for by Media Law and the web community came
amendments that were out against measures that
The health ministry is ranked passed by the National Assembly would increase government
the most closed agency in all the in mid-July 2018. control over the Internet, which
three BAJ polls. In particular, the was already tight, and also
ministry has ceased to hold news In this regard, the Council of against the introduction of an
conferences and holds “briefings” Ministers issued a directive identification procedure,” says
for journalists instead, explaining specifying the identification Andrej Bastuniec, chairman of
that briefings do not envisage procedure for online the Association of Belarusian
answering questions. commentators. Journalists (BAJ). “We submitted
our suggestions to both the
Government agencies reputed for “While the amendments were House of Representatives and
being better than others in this being developed and after they the Council of Ministers, but
regard include the emergency were formally put up for public they were completely ignored”

management ministry, the State
Border Committee, the ministry
of sports and tourism and the tax
ministry.

“The government tries to
close itself from journalists,”
says Harecki. “This is bad and
dangerous because if there is
a lack of accurate and verified
information, speculation and
assumption tend to substitute .
for facts, which affects news . : Bhlirm
reporting,” Harecki concludes. — by Patrick Chappatte
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Tighten Control

over Online Comments

Identification
of Commmentators

Under the new regulations, all
online commentators must enter
into a user’s agreement with the
owners of the websites on which
they would like to post their
messages.

Something similar existed in the
past and was called forum rules,
which users were required to
accept in order to register their
accounts, but now commentators
must give the website their
mobile phone numbers in order
to activate their accounts with

a code sent to their phones

via SMS.

Commentators are prohibited
from using one phone number
to register more than one
account. Since it is permitted

to use foreign phone numbers,
Alyaksej Kazliuk, an expert on
personal data protection with a
human rights organization called
Human Constanta, believes that
some Belarusian commentators
will take this opportunity to
complicate their identification.

Users’ passports, i.e. their phone
numbers and other personal ID
data, must be stored by websites
on servers located in Belarus
and provided to the police,

the Investigative Committee,
prosecutor’s offices, the State
Control Committee, courts and
tax authorities on request.

(125) 20109

The Council of Ministers
directive says that apart from
mobile phone numbers, “other
data and technical means” may
be used in for identifying users.

However, Deputy Information
Minister Pavel Liochki explained
that SMS identification was

the main method proposed by
the government for identifying
online commentators.

Website owners can identify a
user through social media and
email accounts, but this does not
guarantee them against being
punished.

Possible
penalties

Belarus’ Criminal and Civil
Offenses Code provide for
penalties for publishing

name -

Q &
a @

&

=€)

information prohibited by law,
including posts that contain calls
for “extremist activity;” incite
racial, ethnic or religious enmity
and so on.

Even before the new regulations
came into force, website owners
had been required to provide
law enforcers with data about
commentators publishing
prohibited information.

Now a media organization may
be given a penalty of up to 200
times the Base Rate (25.5 rubels
at present) and have access to its
website blocked for distributing
prohibited information,
including for user-generated
content.

Access to a website may be
blocked for allowing unidentified
users to post their messages.
Each such instance may lead
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to a formal warning from the
information ministry. Three
warnings give the ministry grounds
to close down the site.

The identification requirement
applies to websites and forums in
the .BY and .BEJI (.BEL) domains.

Experts believes that the new
regulations will not apply to
websites beyond these domain
zones, including social media sites,
as no social network providers are
located in Belarus.

Website owners’
apprehensions

Who will be held responsible if

a person who gives one phone
number for identification but then
changes his phone number, or uses
someone else’s phone number to
register his account?

How should website owners meet
the requirement to fulfill the
information ministry’s requests

for information about users if
authorities have not yet established a
procedure for this?

Website owners want to

abide by laws — they have no
alternative — but they have not yet
been given answers to these and
other questions.

The owners of websites and forums
expect comments to decrease in
number.

Some websites have chosen to simply
close their comments sections.

“The vagueness of the new
regulations causes website owners
to worry about how they would

be applied in practice,” says
Mikalaj Kazlovi¢, editor in chief of
onliner.by.

Lawyers

Itis safe to say that every
professional journalist like
traveling. Trips are an opportunity
to meet new people, learn
interesting facts and gain
experience. Legal experts working
for the Belarusian Association of
Journalists (BAJ) also like to travel,
but their roads are determined by
the BAJ Charter, which specifies
the purposes of our organization.

By Alieh Aheje,
deputy chairperson
of the Belarusian
Association of Journalists

ne of the purposes is to create conditions for
O ensuring freedom of expression and media freedom

and the right to freely receive, keep and distribute
information.

The list of the main functions of the Association’s lawyers
includes protecting the rights and legitimate interests of
members of our non-governmental organization and act on its
behalf in its relations with Belarus’ government agencies and
international organizations.

There are currently 14 of us, the BAJ lawyers. We work in each
of the six regional capitals and the city of Minsk, as well as in
some districts.
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We have developed an action plan for 2019 and
identified four major priorities for us.

These priorities include:
o Protecting journalists;
« Deepening journalists’ knowledge of laws;
o Expanding the freedom of expression zone;
« Developing the potential of BAJ lawyers.

The priorities clearly indicate what we have to do.

Unequal Struggle

Our mission of protecting journalists required us

to work hard in 2017 and 2018. The spring of 2017
saw the largest number of violations of freedom

of expression in six years. In 2018, Belarusian
journalists continued to be punished with fines

for working for foreign media outlets without
accreditation. The year also saw a notorious “BELTA”
case against a large group of journalists.

Owing to this, our lawyers had to represent
journalists in court, write and file complaints against
police officers and write and file appeals against
court decisions.

Unfortunately, only in rare instances, we succeeded
in achieving a rightful outcome. Officials and judges
ignored our arguments, although they seemed
persuasive. The reason appears to be that most of the
cases were politically motivated, which meant that
any arguments based on laws would hardly work.
However, everyone who sought legal assistance got it.

There were some lucky days when our lawyers
managed to prevent journalists from being convicted
and fined. We took advantage of mistakes by
authorities in cases against Alina Skrabunova,
Maryna Drabysetiskaya, Kastus Zukotiski, Larysa
S¢yrakova and some other journalists.

Our lawyers represented BA] members in civil libel
cases and, and they sometimes managed to win. For
instance, in 2018, a district court judge ruled against
businessman Arkadz Izrailevic¢ in his suit against the
private newspaper Novy Cas (New Time) and its staff
writer Dzianis Ivagyn. Izrailevi¢ sought 40,000 rubels
(some $20,000) in damages from the newspaper

and 1,000 rubels from Ivasyn over the journalist’s
stories linking him to a restaurant at Kurapaty, a
Stalin-era mass execution site just outside Minsk.
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The businessman claimed that the newspaper had
falsely alleged that he and his company called IB Ltd.
were the “end beneficiaries of the construction of the
Poyedem Poyedim restaurant at Kurapaty”

The judge rejected Izrailevi¢s suit and ordered him
to pay 600 rubels to the defendants as compensation
for the attorney's fee in the case.

In addition, our lawyers filed complaints and appeals
with government agencies to defend freedom of
opinion and the right to receive information.

We also helped journalists file complaints with interna-
tional quasi-judicial bodies. Most frequently, we helped
send individual communications alleging violations

of freedom of expression to the UN Human Rights
Committee and to OSCE and UN special rapporteurs.
A total of 22 communications were filed in 2017.

Within the framework of our program aimed

at deepening journalists’ knowledge of laws, we
conducted training seminar, provided advice and
wrote articles on legal subjects for media outlets and
gave interviews to Belsat TV and radio stations.

Our lawyers participate in training seminars on
regulations governing journalists’ work and the legal
security of journalists in order to help media workers
be aware of their rights and know what to do if their
rights are violated.

Little Strokes
Fell Great Oaks

Realizing the importance of our efforts to expand
the zone of freedom of expression, we try to
communicate our position and suggestions to
members of the central government.

Following our meeting with the then information
minister, Lilija Anani¢, we got a written reply saying
that the ministry “took note” of our proposals.
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CambiA panp3caBaHbifA }KYPHanicTbl
3a npadecinHyto a3enHacub y 2018 roase

Kacrycb
KyKkoycki

>7000s

Bonkra
YHanubiy

>57005s

* [1a gap3eHbix bencrtara (belstat.gov.by),
HaMiHanbHbl HanivyaHbl cAP3AHI 3apobak
(na napatkaabkanagaHHs) npavayHikoy
Pacnyéniki benapycs y nictanagse
2018 roaa cknay 994 6enapyckis py6ni —
rara npbi6nizHa 465 $.

KaudpbiHa
AHOpP3eBa

>5500s

Anecb
Jlayuyk

>3400¢

AHAP3IA
TonybiH

*Ma 0adzeHbix [IpaeaabapoHyaea UsHmMpakBAacHa»

3a npageciiHyto g3eviHacyb XypHanictay y benapyci kapatoup wipagami. Cambla Banikia wrpadel y 2018 rogse
atpbimani Kactyce ykoycki, Bonbra Yanubiy, Kaysapbina AHgpsesa, Anecb JTayuyk i AHapavi TonubiH.

Journalists in Belarus are punished with fines for their professional activities. The largest total amounts in fines
were imposed last year on Kastus Zukouski, Volha Cajcyc, Kaciaryna Andrejeva, Alies Liaticuk and Andrej Tolcyn.

Wes sent our suggestions regarding Media Law
amendments to the House of Representatives in
2018. Some of the suggestions, although very few,
were reflected in the final version of the bill. In
particular, on our initiative, the bill was amended
to provide for a procedure to appeal authorities’
decisions to block websites.

Unfortunately, our written appeals to government
agencies and our personal meetings with officials cannot
be called effective. Although our arguments are backed
by international standards and Belarus’ international
commitments, bureaucrats are reluctant to accept our
suggestions. However, we are not going to give up. As the
saying goes, “Little strokes fell great oaks.

In order to be heard, we have to communicate with the
Belarusian authorities via international organizations.
BAJ lawyers compile reports on the media situation

in Belarus for UN institutions in cooperation with
other civil society organizations. As a result, in
November 2018, the Belarusian authorities received
recommendations from the UN Human Rights
Committee for improving the media freedom situation,
which were based on our suggestions.

During our rare meetings with officials, we demand
that these recommendations be implemented.

We Teach
and Are Taught

Our international ties and the situation in the
country require us to deepen our knowledge, and
therefore we always remember the need to enhance
our professional skills. The BAJ’s lawyers are taught
international law within the framework of the
Association’s program aimed at developing lawyers’
potential. This training activity is carried out with
assistance from our partners: Vilnius-based Barys
Zvozskat Belarusian Human Rights House, which
runs a program called “International Law in Defense
of Public Interests,” and the Kyiv Media Law Institute,
which annually hosts an international summer
school for East European countries.

We hold our own training seminars twice a year
to study new practices and analyze Belarusian
regulations regarding freedom of expression.

We hope that our efforts will help bring forward
the time when there are no obstacles and barriers
to free journalism, and that the time will eventually
come for people to be able to fully exercise their
right to freely receive and distribute information,
without which a democratic and rule-of-law state
cannot exist.
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The BAJ's “Relay of Good Deeds” campaign, which has been run for two years now,
has been joined by the organization’s members in dozens of localities across the country.

Within the framework of the campaign, journalists clean and refurbish memorials,
hold literary contests, organize folklore festivals and raise money
for charitable purposes.

lapag3eHckas
cynonka bAXK
cymecHa 3 LisHTpam
«Mapa» i Tanm-Kkadp3
«MapTan» npassni
ZJabpayblHHbI BeYap
y NafTPbIMKY
YyaTblpoxragoBan
ManiHbl AMenbyaHKa,
AKaA XxBapae Ha pak

The Hrodna branch
of the BAJ, the Para
Center and Portal
Time Café hold

a fundraising evening
in support of Palina
Amielcanka,

a four-year-old
cancer patient

CnoHimckis
>KYpHanictbl
naeiHwWaBani

XJ0Mnua-Ba3oYyHiKa
3 AHEM HapoA3iHay.

®ota TauusHbI
MnaxeTka

Journalists in Slonim
deliver birthday gifts
to a boy

in a wheelchair.

Photo by Taciana
Plachetka




The BAJ annually holds

a festival called BAJynki.
This is a festival of fun
and laughter. Freelancers
and journalists of
non-state media outlets
gather together in

the countryside for three
days of games and
activities.

Participants are divided
into two teams.

The teams create

a motto and gave

a presentation, and then
compete in contests,
games and sports. Apart
from this, experienced
journalists conduct
seminars for their young
colleagues.

In the night, journalists
gather around

a campfire. They learn
to dance traditional
Belarusian dances

and sing folk songs.

A jury announces
the winners and presents
prizes. On the final
day of the festival,
all participants elect
-a Miss and Mr. BAJynki.
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